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Cautionary tale meaning

Tale told in folklore to warn its listener of a danger This article includes a list of references, related reading or external links, but its sources remain unclear because it lacks inline citations. Please help to improve this article by introducing more precise citations. (October 2010) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) Stories about
playing with matches do not have happy endings. An illustration from "The Dreadful Story of Pauline and the Matches" from Struwwelpeter, by Heinrich Hoffman, 1858. A cautionary tale is a tale told in folklore to warn its listener of a danger. There are three essential parts to a cautionary tale, though they can be introduced in a large variety of ways.
First, a taboo or prohibition is stated: some act, location, or thing is said to be dangerous. Then, the narrative itself is told: someone disregarded the warning and performed the forbidden act. Finally, the violator comes to an unpleasant fate, which is frequently related in expansive and grisly detail. Cautionary tales and conformity Cautionary tales are
ubiquitous in popular culture; many urban legends are framed as cautionary tales: from the lover's lane haunted by a hook-handed murderer to the tale of a man who shot a cactus for fun only to die when the plant toppled onto him. Like horror fiction, generally the cautionary tale exhibits an ambivalent attitude towards social taboos. The narrator of a
cautionary tale is momentarily excused from the ordinary demands of etiquette that discourages the use of gruesome or disgusting imagery because the tale serves to reinforce some other social taboo. Cautionary tales are also frequently utilized to spread awareness of moral issues. For this reason, they are often told to children to make them
conform to rules that either protect them or are for their own safety. Those whose job it is to enforce conformity therefore frequently resort to cautionary tales. The German language anthology, Struwwelpeter, contains tales such as "Die gar traurige Geschichte mit dem Feuerzeug" (The Dreadful Story of Pauline and the Matches); it is fairly easy to
deduce the ending from the title. Social guidance films such as Boys Beware or Reefer Madness are deliberately patterned after traditional cautionary tales, as were the notorious driver's education films (Red Asphalt, Signal 30) of the 1960s, or military films about syphilis and other sexually transmitted diseases. The framework of the cautionary tale
became a cliché in the slasher films of the 1980s, in which adolescents who had sex, drank alcoholic beverages, or smoked marijuana inevitably ended up as the victims of the serial killer villain. On the other hand, in the adolescent culture of the United States, for more than a hundred years the traditional cautionary tale gave rise to the phenomenon
of legend tripping, in which a cautionary tale is turned into the basis of a dare that invites the hearer to test the taboo by breaking it. The cautionary tale has survived to the present day in another form, especially with the rise of modern mass media such as film and television; many public service announcements and public information films frame
themselves as cautionary tales regarding both societal issues and common dangers in modern life, pushing conformity by warning viewers of the danger and directing them towards avoiding the causes, or simply not doing actions that result in such dangers. Reactions to cautionary tales The genre of the cautionary tale has been satirized by several
writers. Hilaire Belloc in his Cautionary Tales for Children presented such moral examples as "Jim, Who ran away from his Nurse, and was eaten by a Lion", and "Matilda, Who told lies, and was Burned to Death". Lewis Carroll, in Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, says that Alice: " had read several nice little histories about children who had got
burnt, and eaten up by wild beasts and other unpleasant things, all because they would not remember the simple rules their friends had taught them: such as, that a red-hot poker will burn you if you hold it too long; and that if you cut your finger very deeply with a knife, it usually bleeds; and she had never forgotten that, if you drink much from a
bottle marked "poison", it is almost certain to disagree with you, sooner or later." In The Complete Tribune Printer, Eugene Field gave cautionary tales an ironic inversion, as in The Gun: This is a gun. Is the Gun loaded? Really, I do not know. Let us Find out. Put the Gun on the table, and you, Susie, blow down one barrel while you, Charlie, blow down
the other. Bang! Yes, it was loaded. Run quick, Jennie, and pick up Susie's head and Charlie's lower Jaw before the Nasty Blood gets over the New carpet. Some films, such as Gremlins, satirized this framework by imposing very arbitrary rules whose violation results in horrendous consequences for the community by not taking responsibility.
Cautionary tales are sometimes heavily criticized for their ham-fisted approach to ethics.[citation needed] The Cold Equations is a well-known example. In the story, a man has to eject a young woman out of the airlock, otherwise his rocket will not have enough fuel to deliver some badly needed serum, without which everyone at a small outpost would
perish. Her death is justified because she ignored a 'no entry' sign, "when the laws of physics say no, they don't mean maybe", and no other solution would reduce the weight of the ship enough to complete the trip safely. See also Morphology (folkloristics) Darwin Awards Bibliography Clover, Carol J. Men, Women, and Chainsaws: Gender in the
Modern Horror Film. (Princeton, 1992; ISBN 0-691-04802-9). Jones, Steven Swann. "On Analyzing Fairy Tales: 'Little Red Riding Hood' Revisited", in Western Folklore, vol. 46, no. 2 (Apr., 1987) KLEIN Norman M.: 7 Minutes, The Life and Death of the American Animated Cartoon, Verso, New York, 1993, Ch. 7, “Depression Melodrama”, pp. 130-134.
Schmidt, Gary D., "Secrets beyond the Door: The Story of Bluebeard and His Wives (review)", in The Lion and the Unicorn, v. 30, no. 1, (January 2006) - Discusses the traditional folktale of Bluebeard as a cautionary tale. Smith, Ken. Mental Hygiene: Classroom Films 1945 - 1970 (Blast Books, 1999: ISBN 0-922233-21-7). White, Beatrice, "A Persistent
Paradox", in Folklore, vol. 83, no. 2 (Summer, 1972) - the tale of King Yunan from One Thousand and One Nights as a cautionary tale. Retrieved from " Definition from Wiktionary, the free dictionary Jump to navigation Jump to search cautionary tale (plural cautionary tales) A story told in folklore to warn its hearer of a certain danger. 2020 November
17, Ben Chu, “Review: How to Make the World Add Up, by Tim Harford”, in The Independent[1], retrieved 2021-01-13:And Harford’s book, of course, has more than a decade of fresh cautionary tales from our troubled era of social media, big data, algorithmic mayhem, and “alternative facts” on which to draw. Translations[edit] Further reading[edit]
Cautionary Tales From Inside the Strange World of Women's StudiesTo many, the amended Mexico story is a cautionary tale.It is a cautionary tale for future generations, told well. Which is why she considers each new client a cautionary tale.Now, Johnson's success story is a cautionary tale.And he insisted there was no cautionary tale in his
predicament.The Cheering Stopped : From a Model System To a Cautionary TaleThey were cautionary tales all too true, he would say.A cautionary tale that should provide good family-discussion fodder.Copps, too, points to radio as a cautionary tale.It's difficult to see cautionary tale in a sentence .But Carter's Christmas classic rivals
Dickens'cautionary tale.It is a cautionary tale that proves the wisdom of obliviousness.Many used Poe as a cautionary tale against alcohol and drugs.But now Capriati has become a cautionary tale in tennis.Many moral lessons and cautionary tales are drawn from it.What happened in the 1940s constitutes a cautionary tale for the Republicans."It's a
cautionary tale,"But others see the case as a cautionary tale for our time.If you doubt this, consider the following cautionary tale.Hopefully, the movie is a cautionary tale about that. I rest my case n. Phrase used when someone has brought all the evidences to support his point of view; "I'm done with explanations" ELI5 abbr. acron. Short for "Explain
it like I'm 5". Most often, it’s used to explain science or technology in layman’s terms. be stuffed to the gills v. be satiated/sated ; you might say 'I'm stuffed to the gills' to refuse more food meaning that you can't possibly eat any more or as a way of complimenting someone’s cooking because it suggests that the food was so good that you ate more
than you meant to. Jennifer: More potatoes? Adele: Oh, no thank you, Jen! I'm stuffed to the gills. What a delicious meal! I feel queer n. I feel weird Depuis plusieurs ans, "Queer" n'est plus commun pour se sentir mal. Ca veut dire "gai" ou homosexuel. Weird est beaucoup plus simple sans avoir deux sens. I can't take it exp. I can't understand it, I
can't believe it, I can't accept it so am I exp. me too idgaf abbr. acron. I don't give a fuck Welcome to English-Definition Collins dictionary ("Collins English Dictionary 5th Edition first published in 2000 © HarperCollins Publishers 1979, 1986, 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000 and Collins A-Z Thesaurus 1st edition first published in 1995 © HarperCollins
Publishers 1995").Type the word that you look for in the search box above. The results will include words and phrases from the general dictionary as well as entries from the collaborative one. ARE YOU A TRUE BLUE CHAMPION OF THESE "BLUE" SYNONYMS?We could talk until we're blue in the face about this quiz on words for the color "blue,"
but we think you should take the quiz and find out if you're a whiz at these colorful terms. Which of the following words describes “sky blue”?TAKE THE QUIZ TO FIND OUT Meet Grammar CoachImprove Your Writing Meet Grammar CoachImprove Your Writing First recorded in 1590-1600; caution + -arycaustic surface, cauterant, cauterize, cautery,
caution, cautionary, caution money, cautious, Cauvery, cav., CavaDictionary.com Unabridged Based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2021admonishing, admonitory, advisory, warning, cautioning, preventiveThe dramatic rise and fall of Nikola over just a few months was this year’s cautionary tale.As an example of
good science-and-society policymaking, the history of fluoride may be more of a cautionary tale.Whilst Whitacre never defined himself as an “ally,” this remains a cautionary tale of what not to do.A truly cautionary tale of a 77-year-old versus the Internet.In Ireland, the name of Sean Quinn will be forever linked in the public mind as the ultimate
cautionary tale of riches to rags.The Zillionaires Who Lost Everything|Tom Sykes|October 26, 2014|DAILY BEASTGerald Ford and the swine flu pandemic that never happened in 1976 is a cautionary tale that government action can backfire. How Presidents Handle Pandemics|Eleanor Clift|October 16, 2014|DAILY BEASTThere were a few cryptic
cautionary references to heightened physico-psychological effects.Hunter Patrol|Henry Beam Piper and John J. McGuirePlodder's cautionary signal had been hoisted to some purpose after all. Campaigning with Crook and Stories of Army Life|Charles KingA woman's intuitions do not ask to have a cautionary signal repeated.Revisiting the Earth|James
Langdon Hilll here append a few cautionary hints which must be taken if you wish to dress well. The Complete Bachelor|Walter Germain"A close column forming column of fours," he cried in a shrill treble, quoting the cautionary part of his command.The Amateur Army|Patrick MacGillserving as a warning; intended to warna cautionary taleCollins
English Dictionary - Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012FEEDBACK®© 2021 Dictionary.com, LLC
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