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An	adverb	clause	of	purpose	describes	why	something	happens	or	is	done.	It	is	utilised	to	explain	or	provide	more	information	about	the	adverb,	verb,	or	adjective.	It	begins	with	words	like	“so	that,”	“in	order	that,”	or	simply	“to”	followed	by	a	verb.	These	clauses	provide	reasons	or	purposes	behind	actions	or	events.	Therefore,	in	this	blog,	you	will
get	knowledge	about	adverb	clauses	of	purpose,	examples,	exercise	and	more.	So	that,	the	next	time	you	encounter	this	grammatical	tool,	you	will	be	able	to	keep	the	common	mistakes	at	bay.		A	clause	which	informs	us	about	the	meaning	of	the	verb	in	the	main	clause	is	called	an	adverb	clause	of	purpose.	It	falls	under	the	kind	of	a	subordinate
clause,	as	it	cannot	stand	alone	and	must	be	connected	to	an	independent	clause.	Standard	conjunctions	are	used	to	introduce	adverb	clauses	of	purpose.	Also	read:	What	are	Clauses:	Definition,	Types,	Examples,	&	Exercise	Adverb	clauses	of	purpose,	as	the	name	indicates,	explain	the	reason	or	goal	behind	an	act	in	a	sentence.	They	function	like
adverbs	by	modifying	verbs,	adjectives,	or	other	adverbs	in	the	primary	clause.	It	is	formed	as	a	Subordinating	conjunction	+	Adverb	clause	(dependent	clause)	+	Main	clause	(independent	clause)	They	are	the	trigger	words	that	present	the	adverb	clause	of	purpose.	Some	common	ones	include:	so	that,	in	order	to,	to	(used	for	infinitive	verbs),	and
lest	(meaning	“for	fear	that”).	Read	more:	Subordinating	Conjunctions:	Understand	Meaning,	Types	&	Exercises	Here	are	some	of	the	examples	that	students	can	refer	to:	He	wrapped	the	gift	carefully	so	that	it	would	not	break	during	shipping.	They	woke	up	early	in	order	to	catch	the	sunset.	They	study	hard	to	get	good	marks.	Close	the	door	lest	the
cat	gets	out.	They	brought	an	umbrella	so	that	I	would	not	get	caught	in	the	rain.	He	practices	his	lines	every	night	in	order	to	deliver	an	excellent	performance.	They	whispered	during	the	movie	lest	they	disturb	the	other	viewers.	The	baker	utilises	only	organic	ingredients	to	create	the	most	nutritious	bread	possible.	She	enrolled	in	language	classes
to	become	fluent	in	German.	Save	some	money	in	case	an	emergency	arises.	Instructions:	Fill	in	the	blank	with	a	suitable	word	to	form	an	adverb	clause	of	purpose.	They	bought	an	alarm	clock	__________	I	would	not	be	late	for	work.	He	practised	the	piano	every	day	__________	to	improve	his	skills.	They	whispered	__________	not	wake	the	baby.	Leave	a
message	__________	he	can	call	you	back.	She	brought	an	umbrella	__________	so	she	wouldn’t	get	wet.	I’m	studying	hard	__________	get	into	a	good	college.	They	locked	the	door	__________	keep	the	house	safe.	Please	speak	slowly	__________	everyone	can	understand	you.	Take	your	jacket	__________	so	you	don’t	get	cold.	I’m	saving	money	__________	to
travel	to	Europe	next	year.	Answer	so	that	in	order	to	so	as	not	to	so	that	so	that	in	order	to	to	so	that	lest	so	that	Related	Reads	What	do	you	mean	by	the	adverb	of	purpose?	Adverbs	of	purpose	help	to	describe	why	something	is	the	case.	Many	adverbs	of	purpose	function	as	conjunctive	adverbs.	What	is	an	example	of	a	purpose	clause?	They	use
definition	clauses	to	indicate	the	purpose	of	an	action.	She	left	early	to	catch	the	flight.	What	do	you	understand	by	clauses	for	purpose?	Purpose	clause	when	you	want	to	state	the	purpose	of	the	action	in	the	independent	clause.	The	most	common	type	of	purpose	clause	is	a	to-infinitive	clause.	Sarah	went	to	the	computer	lab	to	print	out	her	research
report.	This	was	all	about	the	adverb	clause	of	purpose	with	meaning,	usage,	and	examples	in	Learn	English.	Hope	you	understand	the	concept	and	know	how	to	proceed.	You	can	also	follow	the	page	of	Leverage	Edu	for	more	exciting	and	informative	blogs.	Hey	friends!	Have	you	ever	wondered	how	to	make	your	sentences	clearer	when	explaining
why	or	for	what	purpose	something	happens?	If	yes,	then	you’re	in	the	right	place.	Today,	we’re	diving	deep	into	Adverb	Clauses	of	Purpose—a	handy	grammatical	tool	that	helps	you	add	purpose	seamlessly	to	your	sentences.	Whether	you're	a	student,	a	writer,	or	just	a	grammar	enthusiast,	understanding	these	clauses	will	boost	your	writing	clarity
and	style.	So,	let’s	get	started!	We’ll	first	explore	what	adverb	clauses	of	purpose	are,	how	they	function,	how	to	use	them	correctly,	and	even	share	tips,	common	mistakes,	and	practice	exercises.	Ready?	Let’s	go!	What	Are	Adverb	Clauses	of	Purpose?	Definition:An	adverb	clause	of	purpose	explains	the	reason	or	the	intended	goal	behind	an	action.	It
answers	questions	like	why	or	for	what	purpose	an	action	is	performed	within	a	sentence.	In	simple	terms:It	tells	us	why	something	is	done	or	what	someone	intends	to	achieve.	Key	Term	Definition	Adverb	Clause	A	group	of	words	that	functions	as	an	adverb	and	describes	how,	when,	where,	or	why	an	action	happens.	Purpose	Clause	A	specific	type
of	adverb	clause	that	indicates	the	purpose	or	goal	of	an	action.	Example:	She	studies	hard	so	that	she	can	pass	her	exams.In	this	sentence,	“so	that	she	can	pass	her	exams”	is	an	adverb	clause	of	purpose	explaining	why	she	studies	hard.	How	Do	You	Identify	an	Adverb	Clause	of	Purpose?	Generally,	these	clauses	are	introduced	by	specific
conjunctions,	most	commonly:	to	+	base	verb	(infinitive	form)	so	that	+	subject	+	verb	in	order	to	+	base	verb	Common	Conjunctions	and	Phrases	of	Purpose:	Conjunction/Phrase	Usage	Example	Explanation	to	+	verb	I	went	to	the	store	to	buy	bread.	Expresses	purpose	directly.	so	that	She	left	early	so	that	she	wouldn’t	miss	the	bus.	Shows	purpose
with	a	subject	and	verb.	in	order	to	He	trained	daily	in	order	to	run	faster.	Formal	way	to	state	purpose.	How	to	Use	Adverb	Clauses	of	Purpose	Correctly:	Step-by-Step	Choose	the	correct	conjunction	or	phrase	based	on	formality	and	clarity:	For	direct	purpose,	to	+	verb	is	simple	and	effective.	For	more	detailed	reason,	so	that	or	in	order	to	works
better.	Construct	the	clause:	When	using	to	+	verb:	no	subject	in	the	clause.	When	using	so	that:	include	a	subject	+	verb.	Position	your	clause	properly:	Usually	placed	after	the	main	clause.	Can	be	moved	to	the	beginning	for	emphasis,	separated	by	a	comma.	Ensure	clarity	and	avoid	confusion:	Don’t	combine	multiple	purpose	clauses	in	a	way	that
muddles	meaning.	Keep	the	sentence	concise	and	straightforward.	Example	Examples:	Correct:	They	left	early	to	catch	the	train.	Correct:	She	paused	so	that	everyone	could	understand	her.	Correct:	He	studies	hard	in	order	to	excel	in	his	exams.	Proper	Order	of	Multiple	Purpose	Clauses	Sometimes,	a	sentence	can	have	multiple	purpose	clauses.
How	should	you	order	them?	Here’s	a	quick	guide:	Order	of	purpose	clauses:	Use	to	+	verb	for	simple	purposes.	Use	so	that	or	in	order	to	to	add	emphasis	or	importance.	When	combining,	keep	to	+	verb	first,	followed	by	so	that	clauses	if	needed.	Example:	She	trained	daily	to	improve	her	skills	so	that	she	could	win	the	competition.	Forms	of	Adverb
Clauses	of	Purpose	with	Examples	Form	Structure	Example	Sentence	Explanation	Infinitive	(to	+	verb)	Subject	+	verb	+	to	+	base	verb	I	went	to	the	gym	to	get	fit.	Direct	and	concise.	"so	that"	+	subject	+	verb	Subject	+	verb	+	so	that	+	subject	+	verb	He	apologized	so	that	everyone	would	forgive	him.	Adds	clarity	with	complete	thought.	"in	order
to"	+	verb	Subject	+	verb	+	in	order	to	+	base	verb	They	left	early	in	order	to	avoid	traffic.	Slightly	more	formal.	Benefits	of	Using	Adverb	Clauses	of	Purpose	Make	your	writing	more	precise.	Clearly	show	reasons	behind	actions.	Add	variety	and	sophistication	to	sentences.	Help	avoid	ambiguity.	Example	Use	in	Different	Contexts:	Category	Purpose
Clause	Example	Explanation	Personality	traits	She	volunteers	so	that	she	can	help	others.	Shows	purpose	tied	to	traits.	Physical	description	He	wears	glasses	in	order	to	see	better.	Clarifies	purpose	of	an	action.	Roles	The	teacher	explained	clearly	so	that	students	could	understand.	Defines	the	goal	of	the	action.	Personal	goals	I	practice	daily	to
improve	my	skills.	Demonstrates	motivation.	Professional	reasons	She	attends	conferences	so	that	she	can	network.	Indicates	professional	purpose.	(Expand	this	list	to	15	categories	as	needed.)	Tips	for	Success	in	Using	Adverb	Clauses	of	Purpose	Keep	purpose	clauses	short	and	clear.	Use	to	+	verb	for	informal,	quick	explanations.	Use	so	that	or	in
order	to	in	formal	writing.	Remember,	when	using	so	that,	include	both	the	subject	and	verb	in	the	clause.	See	also		Understanding	the	Opposite	of	Stability:	A	Complete	GuideExample:	Incorrect:	I	saved	money	so	that	buy	a	new	car.	Correct:	I	saved	money	so	that	I	could	buy	a	new	car.	Tip:	When	combining	multiple	purpose	clauses,	prioritize	clarity
and	natural	flow.	Common	Mistakes	and	How	to	Avoid	Them	Mistake	How	to	Fix	Explanation	Using	to	without	context	Always	clarify	the	purpose,	e.g.,	to	do	what.	Avoid	vague	sentences.	Omitting	the	subject	in	so	that	clauses	Always	include	subject	+	verb	when	using	so	that.	Keeps	the	sentence	complete	and	clear.	Mixing	purpose	with	result
Remember,	purpose	explains	why	an	action	is	done,	not	the	outcome.	E.g.,	saying	“He	studied	so	he	could	get	good	grades”	(purpose)	vs.	“He	studied	so	hard	that	he	got	good	grades”	(result).	Forgetting	punctuation	Use	commas	after	introductory	purpose	clauses.	For	clarity,	e.g.,	In	order	to	improve,	he	practices	daily.	Variations	and	Similar
Constructions	Using	infinitives:	I	went	to	New	York	to	see	the	sights.	Using	“for”	+	noun:	This	gift	is	for	you	to	enjoy.	(Less	formal,	more	direct)	Purpose	clauses	with	with	the	aim	of,	for	the	purpose	of,	with	a	view	to:	They	organized	the	event	with	the	aim	of	raising	funds.	Why	Are	Adverb	Clauses	of	Purpose	Important?	Purpose	clauses	help	make	our
language	more	expressive.	They	clarify	intentions	and	motives,	making	our	statements	richer	and	easier	to	understand.	Whether	you’re	writing	an	academic	paper,	a	professional	email,	or	a	casual	story,	mastering	these	clauses	will	elevate	your	skills.	Practice	Exercises	Let’s	put	theory	into	practice	with	a	few	fun	exercises:	Fill-in-the-blank:	She
bought	a	new	book	______	she	loves	reading.	(Answer:	because)	He	exercises	daily	______	stay	healthy.	(Answer:	to)	Error	Correction:	I	went	to	the	park	so	that	I	could	read.	(Corrected:	"so	that	I	could	read"	is	correct.)	She	studies	hard	to	pass	her	exams.	(Correct	as	is)	Identification:	Find	the	purpose	clause	in	the	sentence:	"They	moved	closer	so	that
they	could	hear	better."	(Answer:	so	that	they	could	hear	better)	Sentence	Construction:	Make	a	sentence	with	in	order	to.Example:	I	saved	money	in	order	to	buy	a	new	car.	Category	Matching:	Match	the	clause	to	its	role:	She	practices	every	day	so	that	she	improves.–	Purpose	clause	He	wore	sunglasses	to	protect	his	eyes.–	Purpose	clause	Summary
and	Final	Thoughts	In	this	guide,	we've	covered	the	essentials	of	Adverb	Clauses	of	Purpose.	From	understanding	what	they	are,	how	to	use	them	correctly,	to	common	errors	and	practice	exercises—you're	now	well-equipped	to	add	purpose	and	clarity	to	your	sentences.	Remember,	choosing	the	right	structure	and	placing	clauses	properly	can
transform	simple	sentences	into	powerful,	clear	statements.	So,	next	time	you	want	to	explain	why	you’re	doing	something,	think	"How	can	I	frame	this	as	a	purpose	clause?"	Practice	regularly,	and	you’ll	soon	master	this	vital	aspect	of	English	grammar!	Keep	experimenting,	and	don’t	forget—clarity	is	key	to	effective	communication.	Ready	to	speak
and	write	with	purpose?	Keep	practicing	these	tips	and	exercises,	and	you'll	see	your	grammar	skills	soar!	Adverb	clauses	are	very	popular	in	the	English	language,	allowing	for	greater	clarity	and	specificity	in	sentence	structure.	These	clauses	function	as	adverbs,	and	can	sometimes	be	confused	with	adverb	phrases.	To	further	explore	the	different
types	of	adverb	clauses,	their	functions,	and	how	to	use	them	effectively	in	writing,	please	read	on.	Understanding	adverb	clauses	can	be	a	valuable	asset	to	enhance	the	quality	of	your	writing.	PinAdverbial	Clauses	–	Created	by	7ESL	An	adverb	clause,	also	known	as	an	adverbial	clause,	comprises	a	subject	and	a	verb,	and	that’s	why	not	every	group
word	is	an	adverb	clause.	At	the	start	of	every	adverb	clause,	there	is	a	subordinate	conjunction.	Examples	of	subordinate	conjunctions	include:	after,	although,	because,	when	and	if.	A	sentence	composed	of	a	group	word	that	functions	as	an	adverb	and	does	not	comprise	of	a	subject	and	a	verb,	then	it’s	an	adverb	phrase.	Please	do	not	confuse	the
two.	For	example,	in	the	sentence	“He	walks	home	when	it	rains,”	the	adverb	clause	“when	it	rains”	provides	information	about	the	time	or	condition	when	the	action	of	walking	home	occurs.	The	subordinating	conjunction,	‘when,’	introduces	the	adverb	clause,	and	the	clause	modifies	the	verb	‘walks.’	What	are	the	uses	of	adverb	clauses?	An	adverb
clause	is	used	in	a	sentence	to	add	relevant	and	descriptive	information	to	your	content.	Adverb	clauses	are	flexible	enough	in	that	they	can	be	used	in	different	parts	of	a	sentence.	For	instance,	they	can	be	placed	at	the	start,	middle,	or	end	of	a	sentence,	based	on	where	they	perfectly	fit.	Position	of	Adverb	Clauses	At	the	Beginning	of	a	Sentence
When	an	adverb	clause	is	placed	at	the	start	of	a	sentence,	it	is	usually	followed	by	a	comma.	This	is	illustrated	in	the	following	examples:	Whether	you	like	it	or	not,	you	have	to	attend	the	afternoon	lessons.	Unless	you	apologize,	you	will	be	punished.	Unless	you	put	more	effort	into	your	studies,	you	will	not	excel.	In	the	Middle	of	a	Sentence	Commas
separate	the	adverb	clause	in	the	middle	of	the	sentence.	This	is	not	the	usual	presentation	since	there	is	an	interruption	of	the	foremost	thought.	An	example	of	this	is	illustrated	below:	Dogs,	although	they	bark,	they	cannot	scare	visitors.	James,	although	he	is	good	at	mathematics,	he	cannot	score	everything.	At	the	End	of	a	Sentence	When	placed
at	the	end	of	the	sentence,	an	adverb	clause	does	not	require	any	additional	punctuation.	Examples	of	this	include:	You	need	to	keep	on	practicing	the	song	until	you	get	it	right.	Give	us	a	call	when	you	get	past	Melbourne.	The	day	so	was	long	because	we	were	completely	idle.	You	need	to	remain	calm	even	if	something	does	not	go	as	planned.	I	won’t
let	you	watch	the	video	clip	even	though	you	are	18	years	and	above.	I	never	knew	how	good	life	was	until	I	met	you.	Types	of	Adverb	Clauses	Keep	in	mind	to	check	for	a	subject	and	a	verb	if	you	are	not	sure	whether	a	group	of	words	is	an	adverb	clause	or	not.	If	it	is	composed	of	a	verb	and	a	subject	and	it	does	answer	the	question	when,	where,
how	then	it’s	an	adverb	clause.	You	should	always	remember	to	use	adverb	clauses	properly	since	they	add	more	descriptive	information,	thereby	bringing	relevance	to	your	work	and	making	it	useful	as	much	as	possible.	Adverbial	clauses	are	grouped	into	the	following	categories:	Adverb	clauses	of	place	Adverb	clauses	of	time	Adverb	clauses	of
cause	and	effect	Adverb	clauses	of	purpose	Adverb	clauses	of	condition	Adverb	clauses	of	manner	Adverb	clauses	of	concession/contrast	Adverb	Clauses	of	Place	Adverb	clauses	of	place	describe	where	an	action	takes	place.	These	clauses	are	typically	introduced	by	conjunctions	like	where	or	wherever.	They	provide	spatial	information,	which	can
help	create	vivid	images	and	make	the	text	more	engaging.	For	example:	Where	there	is	a	party,	there	is	enjoyment.	The	flowers	bloomed	where	the	sun	shone	brightest.	Adverb	Clauses	of	Time	Adverb	clauses	of	time	explain	when	an	action	occurs.	They	are	often	introduced	by	conjunctions	such	as	when,	while,	before,	after,	as	soon	as,	or	until.
These	clauses	help	establish	a	clear	order	of	events	or	provide	context	for	the	reader.	For	example:	When	the	referee	brews	the	final	whistle,	all	the	players	left	the	pitch.	After	the	exams	are	done,	we	will	all	leave	the	school	compound.	Adverb	Clauses	of	Cause	and	Effect	Adverb	clauses	of	cause	and	effect	clarify	the	reasons	behind	an	action	or
event.	They	often	start	with	conjunctions	such	as	because,	since,	or	as.	These	clauses	help	to	explain	the	correlations	between	different	situations	or	incidents.	For	example:	She	won	the	race	because	she	had	done	enough	practice.	She	always	wears	sunscreen	since	her	skin	is	sensitive	to	sunlight.	Adverb	Clauses	of	Purpose	Adverb	clauses	of	purpose
describe	the	intended	result	or	purpose	of	an	action.	These	clauses	are	introduced	by	conjunctions	like	so	that,	so.	They	provide	additional	information	about	why	something	was	done.	For	example:	I	studied	hard	so	(that)	I	could	get	a	good	grade.	He	woke	up	early	so	(that)	he	wouldn’t	be	late	for	work.		Adverb	Clauses	of	Condition	Adverb	clauses	of
condition	illustrate	a	particular	circumstance	in	which	an	action	will	occur.	Common	conjunctions	introducing	conditional	clauses	include	if,	unless,	or	in	case.	These	clauses	help	to	convey	hypothetical	scenarios	or	specific	conditions	tied	to	the	main	action	of	the	sentence.	For	example:	You	can	buy	a	new	home	if	you	save	money.	Unless	you	work
hard,	you	will	not	do	well	in	your	exams.	Adverb	Clauses	of	Manner	Adverb	clauses	of	manner	explain	how	an	action	is	carried	out.	They	often	begin	with	conjunctions	like	as,	as	if,	or	as	though.	These	clauses	provide	details	on	the	way	events	happen	or	the	manner	in	which	actions	are	performed,	adding	depth	and	nuance	to	descriptions.	For
example:	She	dances	as	if	no	one	is	watching.	The	thunder	rolled	as	though	an	army	was	marching	overhead.	Adverb	Clauses	of	Concession/Contrast	Adverb	clauses	of	concession	describe	a	situation	in	which	the	outcome	is	contrary	to	what	is	expected	or	desired.	These	clauses	are	introduced	by	conjunctions	like	although,	even	though,	while,
despite,	and	in	spite	of,	followed	by	a	clause.		Some	other	typical	examples	are:	whatever,	whenever,	wherever,	even	if,	no	matter,	and	whereas.	They	provide	additional	information	that	contrasts	with	the	main	clause.	For	example:	Although	it	was	raining,	we	decided	to	go	for	a	walk.		Even	though	she	studied	hard,	she	didn’t	pass	the	exam.		While	he
was	at	the	party,	he	didn’t	have	any	fun.		Despite	the	fact	that	she	had	a	headache,	she	went	to	work.		No	matter	how	I	tried,	I	just	couldn’t	get	it	right.		Wherever	you	go,	I’ll	find	you!		Reduced	Adverbial	Clauses	Reduced	adverbial	clauses	are	condensed	versions	of	adverb	clauses.	To	successfully	reduce	an	adverb	clause,	the	subject	of	the	dependent
(the	adverb	clause)	and	independent	clause	must	be	the	same.	To	reduce	adverb	clauses	of	time,	follow	these	steps:	The	subject	of	the	“full”	form	of	the	sentence	should	refer	to	the	same	entity	as	the	main-clause	subject,	and	it	must	be	removed.	Remove	the	form	of	BE—either	as	the	main	verb	or	as	part	of	a	progressive	verb.	Retain	the	-ing	part	of	a
progressive	verb,	and	change	a	simple	present	or	simple	past	verb	to	the	-ing	form.	For	passive	voice,	change	the	verb	in	the	adverb	clause	to	the	past	participle	form	(-ed	form)	For	example,	consider	the	following	sentence:	“When	Sandra	graduated	from	university,	she	applied	for	a	job.”	We	can	reduce	the	adverbial	time	clause	and	rewrite	the
sentence	as:	“Upon/After/When	graduating	from	university,	Sandra	applied	for	a	job.”	For	adverb	clauses	of	reason,	you	can	remove	the	subordinating	conjunction,	subject,	and	the	‘to	be’	form	of	a	verb.	Here’s	an	example:	“Because	he	was	feeling	hungry,	he	decided	to	eat	a	sandwich.”	The	reduced	clause	in	this	sentence	would	look	like:	“Feeling
hungry,	he	decided	to	eat	a	sandwich.”	Here’s	an	example	of	adverb	clauses	and	its	reduced	form	in	passive	voice:	“As	he	was	called	a	liar,	he	decided	to	change	school.”	The	reduced	clause	in	this	sentence	would	look	like:	“Called	a	liar,	he	decided	to	change	school.”	Use	these	guidelines	to	condense	adverb	clauses	and	present	your	ideas	more
concisely.	However,	be	cautious	when	simplifying	the	clauses,	and	always	ensure	that	the	meaning	is	clear	and	accurate	to	avoid	confusion.	A	clause	which	is	used	to	tell	you	about	the	purpose	of	the	verb	in	the	main	clause	is	called	adverb	clause	of	purpose.	Adverb	clauses	of	purpose	are	introduced	by	the	subordinating	conjunctions	that,	so	that,	in
order	that,	in	order	to	and	lest.	Moreover,	these	expressions	are	usually	followed	by	modal	auxiliary	verbs	such	as	will,	can,	may,	could	or	might.	Adverb	Clause	of	Purpose	Examples:	They	practice	hard	so	that	they	might	qualify	for	the	final.	(Here	in	this	sentence	the	adverb	clause	“so	that	they	might	qualify	for	the	final”	is	the	purpose	for	which	they
practice	hard).	She	was	so	tired	(that)	she	couldn’t	think	straight.	(Here	is	this	sentence	the	adverb	clause	“that	she	couldn’t	think	straight”	is	the	purpose	of	her	tiredness)	We	play	well	so	that	we	may	win.	Play	carefully	lest	you	should	lose.	He	gripped	his	brother’s	arm	lest	he	be	trampled	by	the	mob.	We	left	early	in	order	that	guests	might	reach
home	before	us.	I	learn	English	in	order	to	increase	the	standard	of	living.	IMPORTANT:	1)	So	that	is	more	common	than	in	order	that.	2)	In	an	informal	style	that	can	be	dropped	after	so;	this	is	very	common	in	American	English.	I	have	come	early	so	that	I	can	meet	you.	OR	I	have	come	early	so	I	can	meet	you.	3)	In	some	sentences	you	can	drop	the
modal	auxiliary	verb	when	it	is	followed	by	so	that.	We	are	going	to	leave	early	so	that	we	(will)	reach	by	three	o’clock.	4)	Lest	means	in	order	to	prevent	something	from	happening	or	that…not,	and,	therefore,	it	will	be	wrong	to	add	another	not	in	a	sentence.	Bring	all	documents	to	attest	to	its	truth	lest	they	should	doubt	your	story.	OR	Bring	all
documents	to	attest	to	its	truth	lest	they	doubt	your	story.	(NOT	Bring	all	documents	to	attest	to	its	truth	lest	they	don’t	doubt	your	story.	Adverb	clauses	of	purpose	are	introduced	by	the	subordinating	conjunctions	that,	so	that,	in	order	that	and	lest.	We	eat	that	we	may	live.	He	works	hard	so	that	he	will	become	a	millionaire.	Put	on	your	warm
clothes	lest	you	should	catch	a	chill.	Schools	were	closed	early	in	order	that	students	might	reach	home	before	the	thunderstorm.	Notes	In	an	informal	style,	so	that	is	more	common	than	in	order	that.	These	expressions	are	usually	followed	by	modal	auxiliary	verbs	such	as	will,	can	or	may.	She	wants	to	study	in	England	so	that	she	can	perfect	her
English.	We	are	starting	now	so	that	we	will	reach	there	before	sunset.	In	an	informal	style	that	can	be	dropped	after	so;	this	is	very	common	in	American	English.	I	have	come	early	so	that	I	can	meet	you.	OR	I	have	come	early	so	I	can	meet	you.	Lest	means	that…not,	and,	therefore,	it	will	be	wrong	to	add	another	not	in	the	following	clause.	Moreover
it	should	be	noted	that	the	only	auxiliary	verb	that	can	be	used	after	lest	is	should.	Reserve	your	tickets	early	lest	you	miss	the	chance.	OR	Reserve	your	tickets	early	lest	you	should	miss	the	chance.	(NOT	Reserve	your	tickets	early	lest	you	do	not	miss	the	chance.)	Dive	deep	into	the	world	of	“Adverb	of	Purpose	Examples”	with	this	enlightening	guide.
Unearth	the	subtle	nuances	that	make	your	writing	resonate	with	purpose.	Whether	you’re	penning	a	narrative	or	crafting	a	compelling	argument,	understanding	how	to	use	these	adverbs	can	amplify	your	message’s	intent.	Embark	on	this	journey	and	harness	expert	tips	to	seamlessly	weave	adverbs	of	purpose	into	your	prose,	enriching	clarity	and
conviction.	The	path	to	purposeful	writing	begins	here.	What	is	an	Adverb	of	Purpose?	–	Definition	An	Adverb	of	Purpose	is	a	word	that	explains	why	an	action	is	done.	It	gives	the	reason	or	motive	behind	the	occurrence	of	a	particular	action	in	a	sentence.	What	is	an	example	of	an	Adverb	of	Purpose?	Example:	She	went	to	the	store	to	buy	groceries.
In	this	sentence,	“to	buy”	is	the	Adverb	of	Purpose.	It	tells	us	the	reason	why	she	went	to	the	store.	The	main	action	is	“went”,	and	the	reason	or	purpose	behind	that	action	is	to	purchase	groceries.	This	adverb	provides	context,	clarifying	the	motive	behind	her	visit	to	the	store.	100	Adverb	of	Purpose	Examples	Size:	116	KB	Download	Unlock	the
compelling	world	of	“Adverb	of	Purpose	Examples”	in	sentences.	These	linguistic	tools	spotlight	motives,	clarifying	actions	in	myriad	contexts.	Whether	in	storytelling	or	everyday	communication,	grasp	the	‘why’	behind	actions	with	these	illustrative	instances.	Dive	in,	and	let	these	examples	enrich	your	understanding	of	purpose	in	prose.	She	studies
hard	so	that	she	can	pass	her	exams.	We	went	early	in	order	to	get	good	seats.	He	saved	money	for	buying	a	new	laptop.	She	whispered	lest	she	should	wake	the	baby.	They	switched	off	the	lights	so	as	to	save	electricity.	She	wore	a	hat	to	protect	herself	from	the	sun.	He	took	a	loan	to	invest	in	his	business.	We	planted	trees	for	conserving	the
environment.	She	took	an	umbrella	for	fear	that	it	might	rain.	He	went	to	the	gym	in	order	to	build	muscle.	They	traveled	by	train	to	avoid	the	traffic.	I’m	saving	so	I	can	go	on	a	vacation.	He	worked	overtime	so	that	he	could	pay	his	debts.	They	left	early	for	fear	of	missing	the	bus.	She	read	the	instructions	lest	she	make	a	mistake.	They	wore	gloves	to
prevent	frostbite.	She	studies	for	gaining	knowledge.	I	locked	the	door	to	ensure	safety.	They	rehearsed	thoroughly	so	as	to	perfect	the	performance.	He	packed	food	lest	he	gets	hungry	on	the	way.	She	took	the	course	to	enhance	her	skills.	We	wore	warm	clothes	in	order	to	combat	the	cold.	He	practiced	daily	so	that	he	could	master	the	instrument.
They	held	a	meeting	to	discuss	the	new	project.	She	learned	Spanish	for	communicating	in	Mexico.	We	arrived	early	so	we	could	catch	the	sunrise.	He	reads	newspapers	daily	to	stay	informed.	They	fasted	in	order	to	cleanse	their	system.	She	trained	rigorously	so	as	to	compete	in	the	marathon.	I	took	notes	so	that	I	could	review	later.	They	donated	to
support	the	charity.	He	worked	hard	to	achieve	his	goals.	We	moved	closer	to	avoid	straining	our	eyes.	They	wore	sunglasses	to	shield	their	eyes	from	the	sun.	He	took	the	job	for	supporting	his	family.	She	meditated	daily	to	attain	peace	of	mind.	We	took	the	shortcut	so	we	could	reach	faster.	They	chose	the	venue	to	accommodate	all	guests.	He	took
a	break	in	order	to	refresh	himself.	We	studied	together	so	as	to	help	each	other.	She	baked	a	cake	for	celebrating	his	birthday.	He	practiced	so	that	he	could	excel.	They	arrived	early	for	getting	a	head	start.	I	researched	to	ensure	accuracy	in	my	report.	They	packed	snacks	lest	they	feel	hungry.	She	watched	the	documentary	to	understand	the	issue
better.	We	turned	down	the	volume	so	as	not	to	disturb	the	neighbors.	He	enrolled	in	the	course	to	enhance	his	career	prospects.	She	visited	the	museum	to	appreciate	the	art.	We	sang	for	entertaining	the	audience.	They	traveled	light	in	order	to	move	quickly.	He	played	the	game	to	enjoy	his	free	time.	She	read	books	so	that	she	could	learn	more.
We	bought	tickets	for	watching	the	show.	He	practiced	yoga	for	improving	his	flexibility.	She	dressed	warmly	to	combat	the	chilly	weather.	We	carried	an	umbrella	so	as	to	stay	dry.	He	learned	coding	to	pursue	a	career	in	tech.	They	brought	a	map	so	that	they	wouldn’t	get	lost.	She	studied	at	night	for	preparing	for	her	test.	We	watched	the	news	to
keep	abreast	of	current	events.	He	chose	the	location	to	ensure	everyone	could	attend.	They	played	music	for	setting	a	festive	mood.	She	learned	to	cook	so	she	could	make	healthy	meals.	We	traveled	by	sea	for	experiencing	the	ocean.	He	wore	a	helmet	to	protect	his	head.	They	packed	light	in	order	to	travel	comfortably.	She	wrote	a	journal	to
document	her	thoughts.	We	used	the	app	so	as	to	simplify	our	tasks.	He	exercised	daily	for	maintaining	good	health.	She	took	the	medicine	so	that	she	could	recover	quickly.	We	celebrated	to	mark	the	special	occasion.	He	took	the	test	to	evaluate	his	knowledge.	They	cleaned	up	for	creating	a	pleasant	environment.	She	walked	daily	to	stay	fit.	We
bought	gifts	so	as	to	show	our	appreciation.	He	volunteered	for	helping	the	community.	They	chose	the	theme	to	highlight	the	issue.	She	took	notes	so	that	she	could	remember	key	points.	We	traveled	for	experiencing	new	cultures.	He	read	aloud	to	emphasize	the	message.	They	maintained	silence	so	as	not	to	disturb	the	speaker.	She	wore	gloves	to
handle	the	hot	dish.	We	played	games	for	having	fun.	He	painted	to	express	his	emotions.	They	gardened	in	order	to	beautify	their	surroundings.	She	wore	glasses	to	improve	her	vision.	We	turned	off	the	lights	to	save	energy.	He	drank	water	to	quench	his	thirst.	They	traveled	for	exploring	the	world.	She	learned	the	language	so	she	could
communicate	effectively.	We	played	sports	for	staying	active.	He	attended	the	seminar	to	gain	insights.	They	took	photos	so	as	to	capture	memories.	She	studied	hard	for	achieving	excellence.	We	followed	the	rules	so	that	we	could	play	fairly.	He	gave	feedback	to	improve	the	product.	They	traveled	together	for	bonding.	She	took	the	class	to	master
the	subject.	We	worked	overtime	so	as	to	meet	the	deadline.	Adverb	of	Purpose	Examples	in	Sentences	Adverbs	of	purpose	illuminate	the	‘why’	behind	our	actions.	Offering	deeper	insights	into	the	motivations	of	our	adverb	in	sentences,	these	linguistic	tools	clarify	and	define.	Let’s	delve	into	these	vibrant	examples	that	provide	a	clear	context,
offering	readers	a	comprehensive	grasp	on	the	intent	behind	actions.	He	moved	to	the	city	in	order	to	find	better	job	opportunities.	They	organized	a	fundraiser	so	that	they	could	support	the	orphanage.	She	began	meditating	to	achieve	mental	tranquility.	We	built	a	fence	to	prevent	the	deer	from	eating	the	plants.	He	wore	headphones	lest	he	disturb
others	with	his	music.	They	traveled	by	bike	to	reduce	their	carbon	footprint.	She	switched	off	the	TV	so	as	not	to	miss	her	call.	We	packed	a	first	aid	kit	in	case	of	emergencies.	He	practiced	daily	for	perfecting	his	craft.	She	ate	fruits	for	getting	her	daily	dose	of	vitamins.	Adverb	of	Purpose	Exercise	Examples	Enhance	your	linguistic	prowess	with
these	engaging	exercise	examples.	Tailored	to	boost	comprehension	of	adverbs	of	purpose,	these	examples	challenge	you	to	identify	the	reasoning	and	motive	behind	each	statement.	Dive	in	and	hone	your	skills!	The	children	cleaned	their	room	_______	(why	did	they	clean?).	They	visited	their	grandparents	_______	(what	was	the	reason?).	She	joined
the	library	_______	(what	was	her	aim?).	We	stayed	indoors	_______	(why	didn’t	they	go	out?).	He	took	a	loan	_______	(for	what	purpose?).	She	wore	those	shoes	_______	(what	was	the	reason?).	We	ate	early	_______	(why	was	the	timing	changed?).	They	traveled	by	car	_______	(what	was	the	intent?).	He	studied	all	night	_______	(what	did	he	want	to
accomplish?).	She	wore	sunscreen	_______	(to	achieve	what?).	Adverb	of	Purpose	Examples	with	Answers	Let’s	bolster	understanding	with	a	detailed	dive	into	adverbs	of	purpose	and	their	context	within	sentences.	With	these	examples	and	their	answers,	you’ll	see	the	clear	‘why’	behind	each	action,	allowing	for	refined	comprehension	and	usage.
Question:	Why	did	Anna	take	an	umbrella?	Sentence:	Anna	took	an	umbrella	to	avoid	getting	wet.	Answer:	To	avoid	getting	wet.	Question:	For	what	reason	did	Sam	study	all	night?	Sentence:	Sam	studied	all	night	in	order	to	ace	his	exam.	Answer:	In	order	to	ace	his	exam.	Question:	What	was	the	motive	behind	Jenny	learning	a	new	language?
Sentence:	Jenny	learned	a	new	language	so	that	she	could	communicate	on	her	travels.	Answer:	So	that	she	could	communicate	on	her	travels.	Question:	Why	did	the	city	plant	more	trees?	Sentence:	The	city	planted	more	trees	for	purifying	the	air.	Answer:	For	purifying	the	air.	Question:	Why	didn’t	they	watch	the	movie?	Sentence:	They	didn’t	watch
the	movie	lest	they	feel	scared	later	at	night.	Answer:	Lest	they	feel	scared	later	at	night.	Question:	For	what	purpose	did	Mark	wear	sunscreen?	Sentence:	Mark	wore	sunscreen	to	protect	his	skin	from	UV	rays.	Answer:	To	protect	his	skin	from	UV	rays.	Question:	Why	did	she	wake	up	at	5	a.m.	every	day?	Sentence:	She	woke	up	at	5	a.m.	every	day	so
as	to	practice	meditation	in	silence.	Answer:	So	as	to	practice	meditation	in	silence.	Question:	What	was	the	intention	behind	the	family	saving	money?	Sentence:	The	family	saved	money	for	buying	a	new	home.	Answer:	For	buying	a	new	home.	Question:	Why	did	Emily	always	carry	a	book?	Sentence:	Emily	always	carried	a	book	in	case	she	got	bored.
Answer:	In	case	she	got	bored.	Question:	For	what	reason	did	they	shut	the	windows?	Sentence:	They	shut	the	windows	so	as	not	to	let	in	the	cold	breeze.	Answer:	So	as	not	to	let	in	the	cold	breeze.	These	questions	and	answers	underline	the	motive	or	reasoning	behind	a	particular	action,	emphasizing	the	use	of	adverbs	of	purpose.	How	to	Use	the
Adverb	of	Purpose?	An	adverb	of	purpose	describes	the	reason	or	motive	for	which	an	action	is	taken.	In	essence,	it	answers	the	question	“why?”.	Common	adverbs	of	purpose	include	“so”,	“so	that”,	“in	order	to”,	“lest”,	and	“for	fear	that”.	Basic	Guidelines:	Position	in	a	Sentence:	Adverbs	of	purpose	are	usually	placed	at	the	end	of	the	sentence	or
clause,	giving	context	to	the	action	described.	I	woke	up	early	so	that	I	could	catch	the	sunrise.	She	saves	money	in	order	to	travel.	Linking	Phrases:	Use	conjunctions	or	phrases	like	“so	that”,	“in	order	that”,	or	“lest”	to	connect	the	main	action	with	its	purpose.	He	took	an	umbrella	so	that	he	wouldn’t	get	wet.	They	whispered	in	order	that	they	might
not	be	overheard.	Negation:	Adverbs	of	purpose	can	be	used	in	negative	sentences	to	indicate	prevention	or	avoiding	a	certain	outcome.	He	wore	a	hat	lest	he	get	sunburned.	She	studied	hard	for	fear	that	she	would	fail.	With	Infinitive	Forms:	“In	order	to”	and	“so	as	to”	are	often	followed	by	the	infinitive	form	of	the	verb.	He	left	early	in	order	to
avoid	the	traffic.	She	reads	daily	so	as	to	enhance	her	knowledge.	Variability:	The	choice	of	adverb	or	phrase	can	vary	based	on	the	formality	or	tone	of	your	writing.	For	instance,	“in	order	to”	might	be	preferred	in	formal	writing,	while	“so”	might	be	suitable	for	casual	contexts.	Tips	for	Using	Adverb	of	Purpose	Ensure	Clarity:	Your	purpose	should	be
clear	to	the	reader.	Overusing	adverbs	of	purpose	or	embedding	them	in	complex	sentences	can	make	your	message	convoluted.	Avoid	Overuse:	While	adverbs	of	purpose	can	enhance	clarity,	using	them	in	every	sentence	can	make	your	writing	sound	repetitive.	It’s	okay	to	let	context	or	preceding	sentences	indicate	purpose	at	times.	Be	Specific:
When	using	phrases	like	“so	that”,	ensure	that	the	following	clause	clearly	specifies	the	purpose	or	reason.	Correct:	She	wore	glasses	so	that	she	could	see	clearly.	Incorrect:	She	wore	glasses	so	that	she	wore	them.	Formality	Matters:	In	formal	writing,	opt	for	more	structured	adverbs	of	purpose.	For	instance,	“in	order	to”	is	generally	more	formal
than	“to”.	Negation	Nuances:	When	using	negative	purpose	adverbs	like	“lest”,	be	aware	that	they	can	make	your	sentence	sound	archaic	or	overly	formal.	They’re	best	used	in	contexts	where	such	a	tone	is	appropriate.	Pair	with	Suitable	Verbs:	The	verb	in	your	main	clause	should	be	logically	connected	to	the	purpose	indicated.	For	example,	“He
shouted	so	that	he	could	whisper”	doesn’t	logically	align.	Practice:	As	with	any	aspect	of	language,	practice	helps	in	refining	your	usage.	The	more	you	read	and	write,	the	better	you’ll	become	at	naturally	incorporating	adverbs	of	purpose	in	your	sentences.	Adverbs	of	purpose	explain	why	an	action	happens	or	the	reason	behind	it.	Common	examples
include	therefore,	thus,	so,	because,	consequently,	and	hence.	They	are	typically	placed	at	the	beginning	or	end	of	a	sentence	and	sometimes	between	clauses.	There	are	three	types	of	adverbs	of	purpose:	cause	and	reason,	effect	and	consequence,	and	intention	and	goal.	Many	common	adverbs	of	purpose	are	phrasal	adverbs,	which	are	two	or	more
words	functioning	together	as	an	adverb	(e.g.,	for	this	reason,	with	the	aim	of,	due	to	this).	Adverbs	of	purpose	are	essential	tools	for	articulating	reasons	and	intentions	in	writing.	Phrases	like	because	of	the	rain;	therefore,	we	stayed	inside;	and	in	order	to	succeed	enhance	communication.	The	AI	writing	partner	for	anyone	with	work	to	do	What	are
adverbs	of	purpose?	Adverbs	of	purpose	explain	why	something	happens.	They	answer	the	question,	“Why?”	Types	of	adverbs	of	purpose	Cause	and	reason	(explain	why	something	happens)	Examples:	because,	since,	as	Example	sentence:	She	left	early	because	she	felt	sick.	Effect	and	consequence	(show	the	result	of	an	action)	Examples:	thus,
therefore,	hence,	so	Example	sentence:	He	studied	hard;	therefore,	he	passed	the	exam.	Intention	and	goal	(express	purpose	or	intent)	Examples:	to,	in	order	to,	for	the	purpose	of	Example	sentence:	She	speaks	loudly	to	be	heard	in	the	crowd.	Common	adverbs	of	purpose	and	their	usage	Adverb	of	Purpose	Meaning	Example	Sentence	Because	For
the	reason	that	He	left	early	because	he	was	tired.	Since	As	a	result	of	Since	it	was	late,	we	went	home.	As	For	the	reason	that	I	stayed	home	as	I	was	feeling	unwell.	So	Consequently	It	was	cold,	so	she	wore	a	jacket.	Therefore	As	a	logical	consequence	of	which	The	road	was	blocked;	therefore,	we	took	another	route.	Thus	For	this	reason	She	had	no
experience;	thus,	she	wasn’t	hired.	Hence	Because	of	the	preceding	fact	(more	formal)	The	demand	was	high;	hence,	prices	increased.	To	For	the	purpose	of	She	studies	hard	to	succeed.	In	order	to	For	the	purpose	of	(more	formal)	He	left	early	in	order	to	catch	the	train.	For	the	purpose	of	In	order	to	A	meeting	was	scheduled	for	the	purpose	of
discussing	policy	changes.	Phrasal	adverbs	of	purpose	Many	adverbs	of	purpose	are	phrasal	adverbs:	groups	of	words	that	function	like	single	adverbs	by	modifying	verbs,	adjectives,	or	other	adverbs.	Structure	of	adverbial	phrases	of	purpose	Adverbial	phrases	of	purpose	typically	include:	Preposition	+	object	(for	this	reason,	due	to	this,	because	of
that)	Subordinating	conjunction	+	subordinate	clause	(so	that	…,	in	order	that	…)	Examples	of	adverbial	phrases	of	purpose	For	this	reason	He	missed	the	deadline;	for	this	reason,	he	lost	points.	Due	to	this	The	weather	was	bad;	due	to	this,	the	game	was	postponed.	With	the	aim	of	…	She	volunteers	with	the	aim	of	helping	others.	So	that	…	He
explained	clearly	so	that	everyone	understood.	Placement	of	adverbs	of	purpose	in	sentences	At	the	beginning	of	a	sentence	Some	adverbs	of	purpose,	especially	those	showing	cause	and	effect,	logically	appear	at	the	beginning	of	a	sentence.	Example:	Therefore,	we	decided	to	cancel	the	trip.	Between	two	clauses	When	connecting	two	ideas,	adverbs
of	purpose	often	appear	between	clauses	in	a	compound	or	complex	sentence.	Example:	She	was	tired,	so	she	went	to	bed	early.	At	the	end	of	a	sentence	Adverbs	of	purpose	that	describe	intentions	often	come	at	the	end	of	a	sentence.	Example:	He	studies	every	night	in	order	to	pass	his	exams.	Adverb	clauses	bring	variety	of	information	to	sentences
–	time,	place,	manner,	condition,	concession,	purpose,	and	more.	Information	on	purpose,	provided	by	adverb	clause	of	purpose,	is	the	topic	of	this	post.Adverb	clauses	of	purpose	express	purpose	of	the	action	being	taken	in	the	main	clause.	They’re	introduced	mainly	by	subordinating	conjunctions	so	that	and	in	order	that	(in	formal	use),	and
occasionally	by	so	(in	informal	use).	Examples:They	installed	a	security	system	so	that	their	home	would	be	protected	against	intruders.[The	adverb	clause	shows	the	purpose	of	installing	a	security	camera.	Purpose	is	mentioned	in	the	adverb	clause;	action	taken	is	mentioned	in	the	main	clause.]He	turned	off	his	phone	so	that	he	could	focus	on
studying	without	any	distractions.The	team	worked	late	into	the	night	in	order	that	they	might	finish	the	project	before	the	deadline.He	studied	various	languages	in	order	that	he	could	travel	the	world	and	communicate	with	locals.Purpose	means	intended	outcome:	The	outcome	has	not	yet	been	achieved	but	is	likely	to	be	in	future.	Since	modal
auxiliaries	are	good	at	expressing	possibility,	they	commonly	appear	in	purpose	clauses.	If	you	noticed,	all	the	four	examples	above	contain	a	modal	auxiliary	(would,	could,	might,	and	could,	respectively).	However,	the	sentence	He	works	hard	so	that	he	will	pass	is	not	correct	because	will	expresses	certainty,	but	we	need	possibility.	You	can	correct
it	by	using	may,	might,	can,	or	could	in	place	of	will.Purpose	clauses	though	may	sometimes	be	without	a	modal.	The	following	too	express	an	intended	outcome.I’ll	pack	snacks	now	so	that	we	don’t	get	hungry	on	the	way.The	program	was	redesigned	in	order	that	the	students	gain	practical	experience.She	avoided	discussing	the	topic	in	order	that
the	conversation	not	become	tense.Learn	moreSo	far,	we’ve	looked	at	adverb	clauses	expressing	predominantly	one	meaning:	purpose.	But	adverb	clauses	are	known	for	expressing	multiple	meanings	simultaneously.	Next	up	is	such	mix	of	meanings,	one	of	which	is	purpose.Adverb	clauses	introduced	by	if	containing	semi-auxiliaries	be	to	or	be	going
to	can	express	meaning	of	condition	and	meaning	of	purpose,	at	the	same	time.	Examples:If	you	are	to	finish	on	the	podium,	you	need	a	coach.[Forget	the	subordinating	conjunction	if,	which	usually	introduces	adverb	clause	of	condition,	and	just	focus	on	the	meaning	conveyed	by	the	underlined	clause.	You’ll	realize	that	it	conveys	meaning	of	purpose
To	finish	on	the	podium…]If	they	are	going	to	win	the	match,	they	need	to	score	in	the	next	few	minutes.Though	the	above	clauses	can	be	called	adverb	clause	of	condition	or	adverb	clause	of	purpose,	grammatically	they’re	both	clauses	rolled	into	one.So	far,	we’ve	looked	at	only	positive	purpose,	but	sometimes	you	want	to	purposefully	avoid
something,	leading	to	a	negative	purpose.	Negative	purpose	can	be	expressed	by	in	order	that…not,	for	fear	(that)	[in	formal	use],	in	case,	or	lest	[in	formal	use].	Examples:Note:	(that)	means	that	is	optional.	For	example,	you	can	write	either	for	fear	or	for	fear	that.They	set	an	early	alarm	in	order	that	they	would	not	oversleep	before	the	flight.She
locked	the	door	for	fear	(that)	someone	might	break	in	while	she	was	away.They	kept	the	receipt	in	case	they	needed	to	return	the	item	to	the	store.The	team	kept	a	first	aid	kit	on	hand	in	case	of	any	injuries	during	the	game.	[Incorrect.	In	case	of	is	a	preposition,	implying	it’s	a	prepositional	phrase	–	and	not	a	clause.]They	arrived	early	at	the	airport
lest	they	miss	their	flight	due	to	long	security	lines.In	traditional	grammar,	we	associate	an	adverb	clause	with	the	examples	we’ve	seen	so	far,	the	ones	with	a	subject	and	finite	verb.	But	in	modern	grammar,	a	dependent	clause	can	also	be	non-finite.(Finite	vs.	non-finite	clause:	If	you	don’t	know	what	finite	and	non-finite	clauses	are,	here	is	a
simplified	explanation.	A	finite	clause	contains	a	subject	and	a	finite	verb.	In	traditional	grammar,	finite	dependent	clauses	are	called	noun	clause,	relative	clause,	or	adverb	clause.	A	non-finite	clause	contains	a	non-finite	verb	(such	as	an	infinitive,	a	present	participle,	or	a	past	participle)	and	usually	no	subject.	In	traditional	grammar,	they’re	called
infinitive	phrase,	participial	phrase,	or	gerund	phrase.)Non-finite	clauses	of	purpose	are	infinitive	phrases	introduced	mainly	by	to,	in	order	to	(in	formal	use),	and	so	as	to.	Adverb	clauses	of	purpose	in	fact	occur	more	commonly	as	non-finite	clause	than	as	finite	clause.	(Learn	more:	difference	between	to,	in	order	to,	and	so	as	to.)	Examples:They
went	to	the	park	to	have	a	picnic.	[The	non-finite	adverb	clause	has	a	non-finite	verb,	to	have.	Same	holds	for	other	examples.]To	get	to	the	airport	on	time,	I	took	the	metro.They	saved	money	in	order	to	buy	a	car.She	tiptoed	out	of	the	room	so	as	to	avoid	waking	up	the	baby.In	the	above	examples,	purpose	benefits	the	person	doing	the	work,	but	it
may	benefit	others	as	well.	Such	use	requires	subordinating	conjunction	for	and	a	noun	phrase	(the	intended	beneficiary)	before	the	infinitive	phrase.	Learn	more:	for	+	subject	+	infinitive	phrase.The	NGO	organized	a	workshop	for	teenagers	to	learn	about	online	safety.	[The	teenagers	benefit	from	the	work	of	the	NGO.]We	installed	ramps	for
wheelchair	users	to	access	the	building	more	easily.	[The	wheelchair	users	benefit	from	our	work.]I	built	a	container	for	the	chemicals	to	be	stored	safely.	[This	may	though	benefit	me	or	others.]Non-finite	clauses	too	can	express	negative	purpose	through	introduction	by	so	as	not	to	and	in	order	not	to.	Examples:They	took	a	different	route	in	order
not	to	encounter	traffic.I	climbed	carefully	so	as	not	to	accidentally	set	off	loose	boulders	down.	The	ability	to	express	purpose	in	English	enables	speakers	to	articulate	their	intentions,	goals,	and	motivations	with	clarity	and	precision.	Adverb	clauses	of	purpose	serve	as	essential	linguistic	tools	that	help	connect	actions	with	their	intended	outcomes.
Every	action	we	take	has	a	purpose,	and	in	English	grammar,	we	have	specific	structures	to	express	these	purposes	elegantly.	Adverb	clauses	of	purpose	answer	the	question	“why?”	and	provide	the	reason	or	intention	behind	an	action.	These	clauses	are	fundamental	building	blocks	that	enhance	the	sophistication	and	clarity	of	both	written	and
spoken	English.	An	adverb	clause	of	purpose	typically	begins	with	specific	subordinating	conjunctions	such	as:	ConjunctionUsage	LevelFormalityso	thatCommonNeutralin	order	thatFormalHighsoCasualLowin	order	toStandardMedium	These	conjunctions	introduce	dependent	clauses	that	explain	the	purpose	of	the	main	clause’s	action.	The	basic
structure	follows	this	pattern:	Main	Clause	+	Subordinating	Conjunction	+	Purpose	Clause	Simple	Purpose	Expression	“She	studied	hard	so	that	she	could	pass	the	exam.”	Purpose:	passing	the	exam	Main	action:	studying	hard	Formal	Purpose	Construction	“The	company	invested	in	new	technology	in	order	that	productivity	might	increase.”	Purpose:
increasing	productivity	Main	action:	investing	in	technology	The	use	of	modal	verbs	plays	a	crucial	role	in	adverb	clauses	of	purpose,	adding	layers	of	meaning	and	possibility	to	our	expressions.	Here’s	how	different	modal	verbs	function	in	purpose	clauses:	Modal	VerbFunctionExamplecan/couldAbilityHe	exercises	daily	so	that	he	can	maintain	good
healthwill/wouldFuture	possibilityThey	saved	money	so	that	they	would	have	enough	for	retirementmay/mightPermission/PossibilityShe	spoke	clearly	so	that	everyone	might	understand	Expressing	negative	purpose	requires	specific	constructions	to	maintain	clarity	and	precision:	“I	spoke	quietly	so	that	I	wouldn’t	disturb	the	baby.”	“He	left	early	so
that	he	wouldn’t	miss	the	train.”	“They	took	a	taxi	in	order	not	to	be	late.”	“She	turned	off	her	phone	in	order	not	to	be	distracted.”	READ:		Simple	Future	Tense:	Rules,	Usage,	and	Examples	for	Simple	Future	In	academic	contexts,	adverb	clauses	of	purpose	help	articulate	research	objectives	and	methodological	decisions:	Research	Context	Examples:
“The	experiment	was	designed	so	that	variables	could	be	precisely	controlled.”	“The	sample	size	was	increased	in	order	that	the	results	might	be	more	reliable.”	“Multiple	methods	were	employed	so	that	the	findings	could	be	triangulated.”	Business	and	professional	communications	frequently	employ	purpose	clauses	to	explain	strategic	decisions:
Business	Context	Examples:	“The	company	restructured	its	operations	so	that	efficiency	could	be	maximized.”	“Quarterly	meetings	were	established	in	order	that	all	departments	might	stay	aligned.”	“Training	programs	were	implemented	so	that	employees	could	develop	new	skills.”	Understanding	common	mistakes	helps	in	mastering	adverb	clauses
of	purpose.	Here	are	key	areas	where	learners	often	encounter	difficulties:	Error	TypeIncorrect	ExampleCorrect	ExampleDouble	Modal“so	that	he	can	will	go”“so	that	he	can	go”Tense	Agreement“so	that	he	can	went”“so	that	he	could	go”Conjunction	Mixing“in	order	so	that”“in	order	that”	or	“so	that”	Tense	Coordination:	Present	→	Present:	“I	study
hard	so	that	I	can	succeed.”	Past	→	Past:	“I	studied	hard	so	that	I	could	succeed.”	Future	→	Future:	“I	will	study	hard	so	that	I	can	succeed.”	Purpose	clauses	appear	frequently	in	daily	communication:	“I’m	calling	so	that	we	can	arrange	the	meeting.”	“Let’s	meet	earlier	in	order	to	avoid	traffic.”	“I’m	sending	this	email	so	that	everyone	stays
informed.”	“We’re	scheduling	the	presentation	early	so	that	international	colleagues	can	join.”	READ:		Effect	vs.	Affect:	Understanding	the	Difference	Purpose	clauses	are	essential	in	various	professional	contexts:	Policy	Documents:	This	policy	has	been	implemented	so	that:	-	Employee	safety	can	be	ensured	-	Legal	compliance	can	be	maintained	-
Operational	efficiency	can	be	optimized	Technical	Documentation:	The	system	has	been	designed	in	order	that:	-	Users	can	access	data	efficiently	-	Security	protocols	can	be	maintained	-	System	performance	can	be	monitored	Complete	these	sentences	using	appropriate	purpose	clauses:	Sentence	StartSample	CompletionShe	took	notes…so	that	she
could	review	them	laterThey	arrived	early…in	order	that	they	might	get	good	seatsWe	installed	security	cameras…so	that	the	premises	would	be	secure	Transform	these	simple	sentences	into	complex	sentences	using	purpose	clauses:	Original:	I	bought	a	dictionary.	I	want	to	improve	my	vocabulary.Transformed:	I	bought	a	dictionary	so	that	I	could
improve	my	vocabulary.	Original:	He	exercises	regularly.	He	wants	to	stay	healthy.Transformed:	He	exercises	regularly	in	order	that	he	might	stay	healthy.	In	academic	writing,	purpose	clauses	often	employ	more	sophisticated	constructions:	Complex	Purpose	Expressions	“The	methodology	was	designed	in	order	that	the	results	might	be	replicated
across	different	contexts.”	“The	study	implemented	multiple	control	measures	so	that	external	variables	could	be	effectively	managed.”	Multi-layered	Purpose	Statements	The	research	protocol	was	structured	so	that:	-	Data	integrity	could	be	maintained	-	Participant	privacy	could	be	protected	-	Results	could	be	validated	independently	Purpose
clauses	in	professional	settings	often	focus	on	objectives	and	outcomes:	READ:		Mastering	Adverb	Clauses	of	Place:	Complete	Guide	with	ExamplesContextExample	ConstructionStrategic	Planning“The	initiative	was	launched	so	that	market	share	could	be	expanded”Policy	Implementation“Guidelines	were	established	in	order	that	compliance	could	be
ensured”Project	Management“Resources	were	allocated	so	that	deadlines	could	be	met”	Q:	What	are	the	most	common	subordinating	conjunctions	for	purpose	clauses?The	most	frequently	used	conjunctions	are	“so	that,”	“in	order	that,”	and	“lest.”	In	informal	American	English,	“so”	can	be	used	alone[1][4].	Q:	How	should	modal	verbs	be	used	in
purpose	clauses?Purpose	clauses	typically	use	modal	verbs	like	“can,”	“will,”	or	“may.”	After	“lest,”	only	“should”	can	be	used[1][4].	ConjunctionCommon	Modal	VerbsExampleso	thatcan,	willShe	works	hard	so	that	she	can	succeedin	order	thatmay,	mightHe	saved	money	in	order	that	he	might	buy	a	houselestshouldWalk	carefully	lest	you	should	fall
Q:	What	are	the	common	mistakes	to	avoid?Key	errors	to	avoid	include:	Using	incorrect	verb	tense	agreement	Adding	unnecessary	negatives	after	“lest”	Mixing	subordinating	conjunctions	incorrectly[2][3]	Adverb	clauses	of	purpose	are	essential	tools	for	expressing	intentions	and	goals	in	English.	They	follow	specific	patterns	and	rules:	They	require
proper	subordinating	conjunctions	They	must	include	appropriate	modal	verbs	They	function	as	dependent	clauses	that	cannot	stand	alone[1][2]	Key	Takeaways:	Use	“so	that”	for	informal	contexts	Employ	“in	order	that”	in	formal	writing	Remember	that	“lest”	only	pairs	with	“should”	Maintain	proper	tense	agreement	between	clauses[1][4]	Citations:
[1]	2]	3]	4]	5]	6]	Adverbs	of	purpose	(sometimes	called	adverbs	of	reason)	tell	us	why	something	happens	or	is	the	case.	They	can	modify	verbs,	adjectives,	or	adverbs.	We	often	use	conjunctive	adverbs	to	indicate	a	relationship	of	reason	or	purpose	between	two	independent	clauses.	Some	common	conjunctive	adverbs	of	purpose	are	thus,	therefore,
consequently,	hence,	and	as	a	result.	When	we	join	two	independent	clauses	with	a	conjunctive	adverb,	they	are	traditionally	separated	with	a	semicolon.	It	is	also	acceptable	to	use	a	period	and	keep	them	as	two	discrete	sentences.	The	conjunctive	adverb	still	usually	appears	at	the	beginning	of	the	second	sentence,	but	it	can	also	appear	before	or
after	the	word	it	is	modifying.“Jen	hadn’t	enjoyed	the	play;	as	a	result,	she	didn’t	recommend	it.”“We’ve	never	seen	such	high	numbers.	We	must	therefore	conclude	that	the	results	are	not	normal.”“I’ve	had	some	bad	experiences	with	business	partners	in	the	past.	Consequently,	I	am	a	little	nervous	about	entering	into	this	deal.”	“The	market	here
has	been	shrinking	every	year.	We	have	thus	decided	to	close	our	branch	in	this	country.”“There	has	been	some	talk	of	the	company	going	bankrupt	in	the	near	future;	she	is	consequently	looking	for	a	new	job.”“I	broke	my	leg	last	month;	hence,	I	was	unable	to	work	for	several	weeks.”It	is	also	possible	to	use	many	of	the	adverbs	above	in	a	non-
conjunctive	manner,	especially	when	modifying	an	adjective	that	derives	purpose	or	reason	from	a	previous	part	of	the	sentence.	For	example:“The	clothing	is	handcrafted	and	hence	expensive.”“I’ve	grown	fond	of	our	time	together	and	am	thus	sad	to	see	it	end.”“The	markets	proved	to	be	volatile	and	therefore	unreliable.”It	is	very	common	to	use
prepositional	phrases	adverbially,	and	in	some	cases	they	can	be	used	to	indicate	purpose.	These	prepositional	phrases	usually	occur	at	the	end	of	the	clause,	appearing	after	the	verb	or	adjective	they	are	describing,	but	they	can	also	appear	at	the	beginning	of	a	clause	or	sentence,	in	which	case	they	are	set	apart	by	a	comma.The	most	common
prepositional	phrase	of	purpose	uses	the	compound	preposition	because	of,	as	in:“I	am	feeling	tired	because	of	this	cold.”“Because	of	my	operation,	I	had	to	cancel	my	flight.”Some	other	common	prepositions	that	can	create	prepositional	phrases	of	purpose	are	for,	given,	owing	to,	and	due	to*.	For	example:“Every	year,	we	honor	the	soldiers	who
sacrificed	their	lives	for	their	country.”“Given	the	huge	amount	of	public	interest,	they	are	extending	the	program	for	another	three	months.”“Our	game	was	delayed	due	to	rain.”*“He	had	to	leave	early	owing	to	an	emergency	at	the	hospital.”(*Note:	Some	traditional	grammarians	insist	that	due	should	never	be	used	as	a	preposition,	and	that	it	should
instead	only	be	used	as	an	adjective.	However,	there	is	no	logical	reason	that	it	can’t	function	as	part	of	the	compound	preposition	due	to,	and	it	is	very	often	used	this	way	in	both	formal	and	informal	speech	and	writing.)An	infinitive	is	the	most	basic	form	of	a	verb.	It	is	“unmarked”	(which	means	that	it	is	not	conjugated	for	tense	or	person),	and	it	is
preceded	by	the	particle	to.	Any	predicative	information	that	follows	an	infinitive	verb	creates	what’s	known	as	an	infinitive	phrase.	Infinitives	and	infinitive	phrases	can	serve	as	nouns,	adjectives,	or	adverbs.	Infinitives	always	indicate	purpose	when	they	function	as	adverbs,	and	for	that	reason	they	are	sometimes	known	as	infinitives	of	purpose.	For
example:“I	started	running	to	improve	my	health.”“I	went	to	the	store	to	buy	some	milk.”We	can	also	use	the	phrases	in	order	and	so	as	to	add	formal	emphasis	to	an	infinitive	of	purpose,	as	in:“We	must	leave	now	in	order	to	catch	our	train.”	“He’s	been	working	quietly	so	as	not	to	disturb	his	roommates.”We	can	also	use	infinitives	in	this	way	as
isolated	responses	to	questions	asking	why	something	is	done	or	is	the	case.	For	example:Speaker	A:	“Why	are	you	going	to	New	York?”Speaker	B:	“To	see	the	Empire	State	Building.”Speaker	A:	“Why	did	you	turn	on	the	TV?”Speaker	B:	“To	watch	the	news.”These	responses	are	known	as	elliptical	sentences,	meaning	that	part	of	the	sentence	has
been	omitted	because	it	is	implied.	In	the	last	example,	the	implied	section	is	“I	turned	on	the	TV	because	I	wanted….”	As	this	element	is	implicitly	understood,	we	often	leave	it	out	entirely	and	simply	use	the	infinitive	on	its	own.We	can	also	use	the	subordinating	conjunctions	as,	because,	since*,	so	(that),	in	order	that,	for	fear	that,	hence,	or	(less
commonly)	lest**	to	create	adverbial	clauses	that	indicate	reason	or	purpose.	For	example:“I	am	exhausted	because	I	was	working	all	night.”	“As	it’s	raining,	we	probably	shouldn’t	play	in	the	park	today.”	“I’m	going	to	Johnny’s	house	later	since	all	my	homework	is	finished.”*	“He	left	the	house	so	(that)	he	could	be	alone.”	“I	take	my	kids	hiking	in	the
mountains	each	summer	in	order	that	they	learn	to	appreciate	nature's	beauty.”“For	fear	that	his	son	may	get	hurt,	Dan	never	lets	him	play	any	contact	sports.”“I	should	explain	myself	to	him,	lest	he	thinks	I	am	being	ungrateful.”**(*Be	careful	with	the	subordinating	conjunction	since,	because	it	is	also	used	with	adverbial	clauses	of	time,	as	we	saw
above.)(**The	subordinating	conjunction	lest	is	not	commonly	used	today,	as	it	sounds	old-fashioned	and	overly	formal	in	modern	English.)	Get	all	volumes	of	The	Farlex	Grammar	Book	in	paperback	or	eBook.	Share	Tweet
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