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Over time, all blades eventually dull and need to be sharpened for optimal performance. Your hedge trimmers are no different in this respect. Regardless of whether you use them sparingly or often, youll need to sharpen them. You can do this one of two ways. The first is taking them to a hardware store and paying to have them sharpened for you.
This can get costly, however, and depending on the time of year, can take weeks to get your tool back in hand. The second option is to DIY the task. With a few tools and a little guidance, you can clean and sharpen hedge trimmer blades yourself. Lets start with some basics on hedge trimmers. There are three main types of trimmers: gas powered,
electric, and battery-powered. Most often youll find gas powered trimmers used by commercial landscape companies, while electric and battery-powered trimmers for home use. Depending on the size of your yard, the thickness of the branches youll be cutting, and the amount of money youre willing to put into a trimmer, you have many options to
choose! Fortunately, all trimmers basically function in the same way. Powered by a motor, hedge trimmers use a thin blade with many wide teeth set against a stationary blade. As the moving blade passes back and forth against the stationary blade, it cuts through vegetation. Knowing when to sharpen hedge trimmer blades is not only important for
the blades to function properly, but for the motor as well. As with all equipment, you should always consult your hedge trimmers manual before you sharpen the blades. In addition to the normal dulling of blades over time, many hedge plants contain saps, latex, and other sticky substances. These resins begin to gum up the blades and make it more
difficult for the motor to pull the blade back and forth, increasing wear on the motor. While using your trimmer, you might also notice a change in the way it is cutting. As the blade begins to dull, leaves and branches will look shredded instead of cut cleanly. This splintering of woody material will quickly deteriorate the motor and cause damage to
plants that can lead to disease. These 5 simple steps will help you effectively sharpen your hedge trimmer blades when they need it. Thick work or gardening glovesSafety glassesFileCloth ragWhetstoneThick-bristle brushHedge trimmer resin solvent Before you begin sharpening, be sure to clean off the blades of your trimmer. This can be done with a
thick-bristle brush or cloth. Remove any dirt or leaves jammed between the blades. Always wear thick gardening gloves when working with blades! Next, you need to misalign the blades of the trimmer so that each tooth can be sharpened individually. This will require you to flip the trimmer upside down or rotate, so use caution. A thin piece of wood
or screwdriver handle can be used to hold the blades in place while you begin sharpening. Using your file sharpener, lightly file each tooth toward the cutting edge, only pushing downward, never backwards. Keep the file at the same angle as the edge of the blade and remove the file from the side. Continue until all teeth have been sharpened.
Sharpened teeth will once again have shiny silver appearance. After teeth are sharpened, use the whetstone on the backside of each tooth to remove any filing burs that remain. Always swipe in the direction of the blade to avoid dulling. If you do not have a whetstone, 300 grit sandpaper may also work. The last step will help ensure your hedge
trimmer blades last as long as possible. Using a cloth rag to dust off the entire blade and finish by spraying on a coat of hedge trimmer resin solvent and lubricant. The solvent will help keep the blade from rusting and corroding over time. Never use an oil-based solvent on your trimmer blades. Oils can cause damage to plant tissues and are harmful to
the environment when not used as directed. Always store your hedge trimmers and other garden tools in a clean, dry environment. Dust, moisture, and rodents can seriously damage a hedge trimmer over time. Tips, tricks & ideas for a better home and yard, delivered to your inbox daily. If theyre properly sharpened, power hedge trimmers are a great
time saver over manual trimmers for maintaining neat hedges and other landscaping. If your power trimmers are continually getting jammed and are chewing instead of slicing through branches, however, its probably time to sharpen the blades. As is the case with lawn mower blades, knives, and other sharp implements, you can bring trimmers in for
professional sharpening, but you can save money by handling this job yourself. Follow the simple steps below on how to sharpen hedge trimmers. Sharpening your hedge trimmers allows you to make quick work of that pruning job, plus it contributes to the health of your plants. Letting your trimmers go dull is like trying to cut steak with a butter
knife, says Bryan Clayton, a longtime landscaper and CEO of GreenPal, a company that matches homeowners with landscaping services. He says with dull blades, Youll end up tearing your hedges rather than cutting them cleanly, which can lead to unhealthy plants prone to disease. RELATED: AUDIO: Bob Vila Explains How to Sharpen Hedge
Trimmers While you dont need to sharpen your hedge trimmers often, youll need to give them a little TLC every now and then. A good rule of thumb is to sharpen them at the start of the season, then check them every 50 hours of use, Clayton says. Its worth the time, he says, since dull blades make your job harder. There are telltale signs that your
hedge trimmer has dull blades: Frequent jams: If branches and foliage are getting jammed in between the hedge trimmers teeth, its likely because the blades arent sharp enough to cut through the material. Ragged cuts: Your hedge trimmer should cut cleanly through twigs and branches. If theyre chewing through them and leaving ragged cuts, then
the blades are dull Photo: Tom Fenenga for Bob Vila Power hedge trimmers come in several types, including gas, corded, and cordless electric models. Whether you own gas hedge trimmers, electric hedge trimmers, or battery-operated hedge trimmers, youll use the same process to sharpen the blades. Bobvila.com may earn a commission from
purchases made through these links. Working Time: 1 hourTotal Time: 1 hourSkill Level: Intermediate Estimated Cost: $10 to $15 Photo: Tom Fenenga for Bob Vila Sharpening a hedge trimmer involves working around blades and filing, which can send metal shavings airborne. Take the required safety precautions before getting started. Wear gloves
and eye protection, says Clayton. Always unplug electric trimmers before you start, and for both types, make sure the trimmer is securely clamped down or held in a vise. If you are maintaining battery-powered hedge trimmers, remove the battery. Photo: Tom Fenenga for Bob Vila Hedge trimmer blades often end up clogged with sap and pieces of
branches and leaves. Start by removing any debris thats caught in the trimmers teeth. Spray the blade with a little WD-40 to break down any sap thats stuck to the blade. Give it a few minutes for the solvent to work its magic, then use a cloth to wipe the blades clean. If the blades are aligned over top of each other, youll need to misalign them to
expose all the edges so you can access each one with the file. Use a flathead screwdriver to reposition the blades so that each one is accessible. Photo: Tom Fenenga for Bob Vila Using your flat file, sharpen each blade individually. File in the direction of the cutting edge only. Dont use a back-and-forth sawing motion, since a flat file is designed to
remove material in one direction only. Filing using the correct angle is crucial to getting a sharp edge. Check your trimmers manual for the proper angle for the specific hedge trimmer. File with care. Removing too much metal from the blades can weaken them, making the trimmer unusable. Be consistent with the number of strokes you make on each
blade to ensure theyre a consistent length when done. Just focus on sharpening the top edge of each blade, maintaining the original angle, and whatever you do, dont touch the flat bottom side, Clayton says. Thats your guide for keeping the cut accurate. After sharpening one tooth, move onto the next until youve sharpened each one. Photo: Tom
Fenenga for Bob Vila Run a whetstone over the sharpened blades to remove any burrs that formed during sharpening. Remember, the blades cut by sliding against each other like a pair of scissors, so removing burrs that can interfere with this action is crucial. Sharpening your hedge trimmers also removes any corrosion protection that was on the
blades. Before you put the hedge trimmers back into service, youll need to restore that protection by applying a resin solvent to the blades. Spray the solvent onto the blades and wipe off any excess resin. While learning how to sharpen hedge trimmer blades isnt difficult, there is some risk to doing it yourself. Over-sharpening the blades can weaken
them, making your hedge trimmer unusable. Sharpening hedge trimmers isnt rocket science, but it does require a steady hand and a bit of know-how, Clayton says. If in doubt, taking them to a professional isnt just playing it safe; its ensuring your tools last longer and perform better. Whether youre selling or staying, everyone can get something out
of a kitchen update. Learn why we consider this renovation the Most Valuable Project of 2025 and how to stay on budget. Download Article Download Article If youre doing some landscaping and your hedge trimmer feels like its suddenly struggling to cut through branches and shrubs or your blades are catching and stuttering as you cut, it may be
time to sharpen your blades. Luckily, sharpening your hedge trimmers is a breeze and you shouldnt have any trouble getting your hedge trimmers back in tiptop shape. Read on to learn how to sharpen your trimmers with a file or rotary tool. Wear protective eyewear and non-slip cutting gloves to handle and sharpen your hedge trimmer.Use a flat file
to manually sharpen your hedge trimmers teeth.Get a rotary tool to sharpen your hedge trimmer efficiently and quickly.1Clean the hedge trimmers with a silicone-based cleaner.[1] Pick up a silicone-based lubricating cleaner, like WD-40. Take your hedge trimmers outside and spray each side of your blades down liberally with the silicone lubricant.
Wait 10-15 seconds and then turn the hedge trimmers on. The silicone lubricant will work its way between the blades and wear down any gunk on your trimmer. Do this 2-3 times if your blades are especially dirty.You can do this before or after you sharpen the blades. 2Remove the battery pack or unplug your hedge trimmer. Never handle your hedge
trimmers blades when they could accidentally turn on. Remove the battery pack and set it aside. If your trimmer plugs into an outlet, unplug it.[2]How often you need to sharpen your hedge trimmers depends entirely on how often you use them. Most people find that they need to sharpen the trimmers after roughly 50 hours of use. Advertisement
3Wear non-slip, heavy-duty cutting gloves and eye protection. Even if your blades dont look sharp now, they will be soon. Put on heavy-duty cutting gloves so that you can handle the teeth of the blades safely. Also, throw on some protective goggles. Sharpening the blades may cause a bit of metal to fly off, and you wouldnt want that in your eyes.[3]Its
especially important to wear protective eye gear if youre going to use a rotary tool to sharpen the blades, since this is likely to send a spark or two flying.4Line the teeth of your blades up with a screwdriver so that theyre overlapping. Hedge trimmers have two rows of blade teeth that sit on top of one another. Use the handle of a screwdriver (or some
other hard object that fits in between your blades) to push the teeth to move so that theyre lying perfectly on top of one another. This will give you the most amount of room to work.[4]This also allows you to sharpen both sides of your blade trimmer at the same time if youre going to use a rotary tool.If you have a mechanism on your hedge trimmer
that allows you to lock the blades in place, lock the blades now. If you dont, steady the blade with one hand while filing with the other.5Clamp your hedge trimmer to a work table. Grab a C-clamp and wrap it around a work station and the body of your trimmer so that the blades stick out past the table. Tighten the clamp by pulling the trigger or
rotating the tightening bar until it wont turn any further.If you dont have a clamp for your hedge trimmer, you can pin it underneath something incredibly heavylike a bag of concrete. You cannot sharpen the blades without keeping the trimmer still, though. Advertisement 1Grab a flat, metal file with a handle. You can use any metal file with a flat face
and rough texture. If you have a set, look for a file that matches the width of your hedge trimmers teeth to make this process as easy as possible.[5]2Drag the file along the first blade tooth at a 45-degree angle. Pick any tooth to start on. Place the file along the angled bevel of the tooth and grind the metal down by dragging the file away from you.
Apply a slight amount of pressure as you slide the file to sharpen the tooths edge.The bevel refers to the sharp, angled edge of a blade.3Repeat the movement by dragging the file in the same direction. Once youve reached the end of your downward motion with the file, lift it up and reset the top of the file on the top of the tooth. Continue to drag the
file against the blade in the same direction until youve filed it 7 or 8 times.[6]If you drag the file back and forth in two different directions, youre just going to wear down the blades tooth and make it dull. Work in the same direction.4Move on to the remaining teeth on your trimmer. Once the first tooth is sharpened, pick a direction to work around the
blade and move on to the next tooth. Sharpen it the same way you sharpened the first tooth by dragging the file repeatedly in the same direction. Continue working your way around the entirety of the blade.[7]5Flip the trimmer over and repeat this process on the other side. Once youve sharpened the first set of blade teeth of the hedge trimmer,
unlock your clamp, flip the trimmer over, and clamp it to your work table. Sharpen each of the teeth on the other side the same exact way you sharpened the first set of teeth on the other side.[8]This may take anywhere from 30 minutes to an hour.6Clean any burrs up using a whetstone if youd like. Once your blades are sharpened, there may be some
burrs (small nicks) left along the edges of your blades teeth. If youd like to clean those up, grab a whetstone. Load it up with water and carefully drag the rough side along the edge of each tooth the same way you filed them. This cleans up the edges and leaves your trimmer cutting like its brand new.This is entirely optional. Your trimmer will still cut
just fine without the whetstone, but youll get a much cleaner cut by removing burrs, which may be ideal if youre doing any cosmetic landscaping. Advertisement 1Buy a rotary tool and attach a flat 38in (0.95cm) grinding tip. A rotary tool is a small, electric grinding tool that comes with a bunch of different tips.[9] Attach the tip to your rotary tool.
[10]Rotary tools are often called Dremel tools. Dremel is the name brand of the biggest rotary tool manufacturer.The flat tip should be perfectly flat and even on each of its sides, like a symmetrical cylinder. Dont use a rounded tip that resembles a bullet, since these will catch on the bevel.If you plan on sharpening your trimmers regularly, the rotary
tool is a good investment. This is much easier than using a file.Some people will use an angle grinder instead of a rotary tool to do this. Unfortunately, this is a very unwieldy and dangerous way to sharpen the blades. Youre much better off using a smaller rotary tool.2Run the rotary tool along the side of the first tooth. Turn the rotary tool on by hitting
the activation button. Pick a tooth to start with on the first side of your blade. Slowly run the rotary bit along the bevel of the tooth. Move it back and forth 4-5 times along the bevels edge to clean the edge up and re-sharpen the tooth.[11][12]Move the bit back and forth for 3-5 seconds.Dont apply any pressure or push the bit into the blade. Let the
rotary tool do the work for you.The edge of the tooth may change color a bit as you wear away any rust, dirt, or worn-down metal. If the tooth does change color, youre done.3Repeat this process for each of your hedge trimmers teeth. Continue sharpening the remainder of the teeth with your rotary tool the same way you sharpened the first one. Move
the rotary bit back and forth along each bevels edge to sharpen all of the teeth. Work your way around the blade and then flip the hedge trimmer over to sharpen the other side.[13]This entire process shouldnt take more than a few minutes. Advertisement Add New Question Question How long do hedge trimmer blades last? Grant Wallace is a
Landscaper and Owner of Grantlanta Lawn in Atlanta, Georgia. With over seven years of experience, he specializes in lawn maintenance and landscape installation. In 2012, he earned his BA from the University of West Georgia. Grant has been profiled in Shoutout Atlanta, Canvas Rebel, and Voyage ATL. Hedge trimmer blades are usually good for at
least a few years, as long as you're storing them in a dry place. If the blades get wet, they can corrode and deteriorate more quickly. Ask a Question Advertisement Thanks for reading our article! If you'd like to learn more about sharpening an electric hedge trimmer, check out our in-depth interview with Grant Wallace. This article was co-authored by
Grant Wallace and by wikiHow staff writer, Eric McClure. Grant Wallace is a Landscaper and Owner of Grantlanta Lawn in Atlanta, Georgia. With over seven years of experience, he specializes in lawn maintenance and landscape installation. In 2012, he earned his BA from the University of West Georgia. Grant has been profiled in Shoutout Atlanta,
Canvas Rebel, and Voyage ATL. This article has been viewed 55,588 times. Co-authors: 4 Updated: July 14, 2025 Views:55,588 Categories: Landscaping PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 55,588 times. People often ask me if the blades of a hedge trimmer can be sharpened at home. This is
actually one of the most common questions I get.Yes, hedge trimmers can be sharpened and there are a couple of methods you can use to sharpen the blades on your hedge trimmer. You can use a mill file and sharpen them by hand, a Dremel tool sharpener, or you can use a power grinder which will make the process a bit faster.I will show you how
to use all of these methods. Regardless of which method you decide to use the first thing you will need to do is align the upper and lower blade on your hedge trimmer so they are in line with each other. How to Align the Upper and Lower BladeYou are dealing with sharp blades so it is smart to put on some good gloves to protect your hands as you
align these blades and do the sharpening.I found the easiest way to align the blades is to start by hand. Simply press the two blades together and you can get them pretty close to being right in alignment that way.To get that fine bit of alignment, you can take the handle of an old screwdriver. Put it between the blades and use it as a pry bar. The
handle on the screwdriver will keep you from damaging the blades and they will move the blade to that distance to align them perfectly.With the blades aligned, you can see on each blade that there are two or three (depending on the type of the blade) different surfaces you need to sharpen. And if its a double-sided blade, we have the same surfaces
on the back so there are a total of four/six surfaces that need to be sharpened per tooth.How to Sharpen a Hedge Trimmer With a Mill FileStep 1Remove the bolts that hold the blades together and clamp them into a bench vice.Step 2Run the mill file down each cutting edge. Ensure you keep the file at the same angle as the cutting edge.Step 3Push
the mill file toward the cutting edge and not back and forth. The file is designed to work this way to guarantee an optimum cutting edge.Step 4Ensure you maintain the specified sharpening angle. You can easily find this in your equipments instruction manual. Continue this until the edge looks shiny.Step 5Sharpen all the sides of each blade on each
side. The blades have a wear threshold of 5mm, so ensure you dont file away too much of the blade. The material may lose strength if you file away more than this.Step 60nce you are done filing, wipe down each blade with a wet rag.Step 7You can draw the cutting edges against a sheet of paper to test for sharpness. The blade should slice the sheet of
paper if they are reallysharp.Step 8Lightly coat the blades with linseed oil before reassembling. This will help to preserve their lifespan and protect against corrosion.If you want to see how its done, check out the video below. This or more or less how Id do it. How to Sharpen a Hedge Trimmer With a Power GrinderThis method is great if you are
experienced with the power grinder, as its much faster than using a mill file. However, I wouldnt recommend it to beginners. The reason for this is that its very easy to grind off too much material from the blade, greatly lowering its lifespan.The video above also covers this method, so you can check it out if you are more of a visual type. Either way,
here is how Id do it:Step 10f course, whenever you use a power tool you will want to be wearing the appropriatesafety gearhearing protection and eye protection.Step 2Start by clamping the bar of the hedge trimmer to a bench vice just so it doesnt move around while you are grinding. With that secured, you can begin to grind.Step 3Again, the same
surfaces will need to be ground but now we will use a grinder instead of a file. You need to be careful to maintain that same angle while you grind. The grinder will work much faster than the file, so be careful not to take too much off the tooth.Step 4Repeat this process for the opposite side.Step 5To finish all you need to do is continue with that same
process on each tooth all the way down the bar.How to Sharpen a Hedge Trimmer Using DremelYou can also sharpen your hedge trimmer blades using a Dremel rotary tool. Now you might be thinking, But wait, how is this different from using a power grinder?.Well, the main reason I recommend this tool is that it has an attachment specifically
designed for sharpening the blades of outdoor gardening tools. These bits are a lot smaller than the disc of a power grinder, allowing for more smooth and more precise movement.You can buy a Dremel rotary tool kit on Amazon.com. Or if you already own one but it doesnt have the tool sharpening attachment, you can also buy that on Amazon.Check
out the video below to see it in action.Step 1Make sure your hedge trimmer is clean before you start the sharpening process. Clean the blades thoroughly so no stone or grass is stuck on the blades.Step 2Prepare the Dremel sharpening kit. Make sure you attach all the nuts and screws in the right position.Step 3Wear eye and ear protective gear to
protect yourself from grinding noise and sparks of light as too many sparks and noise can cause permanent damage. If you have a protective face cover, you can put it on. Sharpen during the day so you can see clearly.Step 4Secure the hedge trimmer to a bench vice. In order to sharpen the blades, you need to clamp the hedge trimmer tightly so it
doesnt move while you are sharpening.Step 5Switch the Dremel on and move it slowly to the blades of the hedge trimmer. To prevent over sharpening of the blades, apply light pressure. Use short strokes because long strokes cause unevenly sharpened blades. Be careful and make sure you keep your hand away from the grind.Step 6Continue this
process by repeating it for all the blades.The Dremel tool sharpener will make your trimmer as good as new.What to do When Your Hedge Trimmer is Not Cutting ProperlyIf the hedge trimmer isnt cutting as well as it used to there can be various reasons for this. Here is how you can find and get rid of the cause. Take a closer look at the blades on the
trimmer and the way it cuts the branches.Frayed BrancheslIf the cut on the branch is frayed and uneven, it means the blades are blunt and you need to re-sharpen them. If you dont want your gardening work to be interrupted you can try to sharpen the blades yourself by using the tips above. Just remember to keep the right cutting angle when
sharpening the blades.The Branches Get Caught Between the BladesWhen trimming, if the twigs or branches get caught between the blades, block the blades, or prevent the branches from being cut, this is because the lower and upper blades have become detached. This is usually caused by wear to the blades spacers. In this case, you can arrange
for the blade spacers to be replaced.Benefits of Sharpening your Hedge Trimmerl probably dont have to tell you this, but there are a number of benefits to keeping your hedge trimmer in top condition.Easy Trimming ProcessUsing a sharpened hedge trimmer will make your trimming process a lot easier. You will finish your task a lot faster, potentially
saving you from sunburn during summer months.Easy to Noticelt is quite easy to notice gardens or plants that a properly sharpened hedge trimmer was used to trim; they are usually very neat. Beyond that, trimming your shrubs with a sharp blade can help them heal faster.They Last LongerSharpening the blades of your hedge trimmer on a regular
basis will also increase its lifespan. You wont have to spend extra money on replacement parts, and your tool will likely serve you for years to come.Frequently asked questionsCan electric hedge trimmers be sharpened?Yes. The blades of an electric hedge trimmer work the same way as the blades of a gas-powered trimmer, so the techniques
described above will work.ConclusionThere you have it, my complete sharpening guide for hedge trimmers. I hope youve enjoyed reading it, and Ill see you next time! Have you ever struggled with dull hedge trimmer blades that just wont cut through those pesky branches? Its a common frustration for anyone who loves keeping their garden neat and
tidy. When your trimmer isnt performing well, it can turn a simple task into a time-consuming chore. Understanding Blade Types: Familiarize yourself with different hedge trimmer blades (dual-action, single-action, rotating, and serrated) to choose the best option for your trimming needs.Importance of Sharpness: Sharp blades improve efficiency,
create clean cuts that promote plant health, enhance safety by reducing injury risk, and extend the longevity of the tool.Necessary Tools for Sharpening: Equip yourself with essential tools like safety glasses, gloves, a metal file, rotary tool, sharpening stone, and oil to ensure effective sharpening at home.Step-by-Step Sharpening Process: Follow a
detailed procedure for sharpening, including preparing the blades, selecting the right tool, and checking for evenness and cutting performance after sharpening.Regular Maintenance Practices: Maintain your hedge trimmer by cleaning blades after each use and storing them properly to prevent damage and promote optimal performance in future
tasks. Hedge trimmer blades play a crucial role in achieving clean cuts and maintaining your garden. Understanding the different types and the significance of sharp blades enhances your gardening experience. Dual-Action Blades: These blades feature offset teeth that cut in both directions, reducing vibration and making trimming faster.Single-
Action Blades: Designed for specific cuts, single-action blades move on one side only. They produce cleaner cuts but may require more effort.Rotating Blades: Some models use rotating blades that can trim at various angles, improving maneuverability around your plants.Serrated Blades: Serrated edges grip and cut through thick branches effectively,
making them ideal for tougher shrubs.Efficiency: Sharp blades slice through branches smoothly, saving time and energy.Clean Cuts: Sharp blades create precise cuts, promoting healthier plant growth by minimizing damage to stems.Safety: Dull blades require more force, increasing the risk of slips and injuries. Sharp blades improve control and
reduce strain.Tool Longevity: Regularly sharpening blades extends their lifespan, ensuring effective performance over time. Maintaining an understanding of your hedge trimmer blades contributes to successful gardening. Knowing the types of blades and appreciating the importance of sharpness keeps your trimmer functioning optimally. Gathering
the right tools ensures effective and safe sharpening of hedge trimmer blades at home. Heres what youll need: Safety Glasses: Protect your eyes from metal shavings.Gloves: Safeguard your hands against sharp edges.Dust Mask: Prevent inhalation of debris while sharpening.Hedge Trimmer Manual: Refer to guidance specific to your model.File: A flat
or round metal file helps achieve a sharp edge. Consider a medium-cut file for best results.Rotary Tool: An electric tool with a sharpening bit speeds up the process.Sharpening Stone: This option allows for precise sharpening and can smooth out any dings.Wrench: Use a wrench for loosening and adjusting the trimmer blades.Oil: Lubricate the blades
post-sharpening to prevent rust. Equipped with these tools, you can ensure your hedge trimmer blades are sharp and ready for action. Sharpening your hedge trimmer blades at home enhances performance and extends the lifespan of the tool. Follow these steps for effective and safe sharpening. Unplug the Trimmer: Disconnect the hedge trimmer
from any power source to eliminate the risk of accidental starts.Wear Safety Gear: Put on safety glasses and gloves to protect your eyes and hands during the process.Inspect the Blades: Check the blades for any damage or rust. Clean them with a brush to remove debris before starting.Secure the Blades: Place the trimmer on a stable surface. Use
clamps if necessary to hold it in place while you work.Choose the Right Tool: Use a sharpening stone, file, or specialized blade sharpener suited for your type of blades.Angle the Blade: Identify the angle of the blade edge. Most hedge trimmer blades sharpen at a 30-degree angle.Sharpen Each Blade:Use firm, steady strokes along the blade
edge.Follow the original bevel, working from the inside to the tip.Repeat this process for each blade. Typically, 5 to 10 strokes suffice for effective sharpening.Check for Evenness: After sharpening, inspect the blades to ensure they are even. Adjust if necessary by sharpening more on one side.Perform a Cutting Test: Take a small branch or piece of
foliage. A sharp blade should cut through easily without tearing.Look for Clean Cuts: Check the edges of the cut. They should be clean and smooth, indicating effective sharpening.Adjust if Necessary: If the blades still dont perform well, repeat the sharpening process, focusing on any dull areas. These steps ensure your hedge trimmer blades are in
top shape, ready for your next gardening project. Regular maintenance ensures your hedge trimmer blades operate efficiently. Performing a few simple tasks keeps the blades sharp and extends their lifespan. Cleaning your hedge trimmer blades after each use prevents sap buildup and debris accumulation. Use a brush or cloth to wipe away any dirt,
leaves, or sap from the blades. For stubborn residues, a mixture of warm soapy water works well. Rinse the blades gently, and dry them thoroughly to avoid corrosion. Clean blades not only perform better but also reduce the risk of transferring diseases between plants. Proper storage protects your hedge trimmer blades from damage and
environmental factors. Store the trimmer in a dry, cool place. Use a protective cover or case to shield the blades from dust and moisture. If possible, hang the tool vertically or place it on a shelf to prevent it from falling. Avoid leaving the trimmer outdoors, as exposure to elements can dull the blades over time. Regularly checking the storage area for
moisture or pests also helps maintain optimal conditions for your tools. Keeping your hedge trimmer blades sharp is key to achieving those beautiful clean cuts you want. Regular maintenance not only enhances performance but also ensures your tools last longer. By following the simple steps for sharpening and caring for your blades youll make your
gardening tasks easier and more enjoyable.Dont forget to store your trimmer properly after each use to keep it in top shape. With a little effort you can maintain your hedge trimmer and make your garden look its best all season long. Happy trimming! Sharp hedge trimmer blades ensure clean cuts, which promotes healthier plant growth and prevents
damage to the plants. They also enhance safety by reducing the risk of the trimmer slipping and causing accidents. Additionally, sharp blades minimize wear and tear on the tool, increasing its lifespan. To sharpen hedge trimmer blades, first, disconnect the trimmer from power. Use a flat file or a sharpening stone to carefully sharpen both sides of the
blade at a consistent angle. Clean the blades afterward to remove debris, and lubricate them to prevent rust. Its recommended to sharpen hedge trimmer blades after every 5 to 10 hours of use or whenever you notice they are not cutting efficiently. Regular sharpening maintains optimal performance and prolongs the tools lifespan. Regular
maintenance includes cleaning the blades after each use to remove sap and debris, inspecting them for damage, and sharpening them as needed. Additionally, lubricate the moving parts and store the trimmer in a dry, cool place with protective covers. Store your hedge trimmer in a dry and cool place when not in use. Use protective covers to shield
the blades from damage and environmental factors. Proper storage helps prevent rust and extends the tools lifespan, ensuring its ready for the next gardening project.Ive always been drawn to trees.As a kid, I spent most of my free time outside, climbing, exploring, and trying to figure out the names of the trees around me.That early curiosity
eventually led me to study arboriculture and horticulture at Michigan State.Later, I completed a degree in forestry at the University of Michigan.Ive been working in tree care and education ever since.These days, I enjoy helping people learn more about the trees in their own backyards.How they grow, how to care for them, and why they matter.You
dont need to be an expert to appreciate trees.A little curiosity goes a long way. We may receive a commission on purchases made from links. Unless you're Edward Scissorhands, keeping hedges looking their best takes a whole lot of time and effort and the right tools. An electric or gas-powered hedge trimmer can help keep your hedges in tip-top
shape, but only if it's sharpened and ready to go. Like many landscaping and groundskeeping tools, hedge trimmers can become dull over time, and this will make themless effective. Dull blades can be frustrating to use as they tear branches more easily and don't cut them cleanly. They may even increase the risk of accidents.A lot of videos out there
recommend rotary tools or even circular saws and grinders as quick hacks to sharpen your hedge trimmer, but the best and safest way to sharpen your tool is with good old-fashioned elbow grease and a flat file, or mill file. While grinding tools can sharpen blades faster, they can easily over-sharpen your trimmer. This can actually weaken the metal, so
avoid grinders or rotary tools unless you're an expert at using them.If you're unsure, you can always drop off your hedge trimmer at a tool shop or gardening center to be professionally sharpened.But if you want to do it yourself, use a file to sharpen your trimmer. Always check your tool's manual first, of course, for any special instructions for
sharpening the blades. For most hedge trimmers, you'll be filing along the edge of every tooth in a downward motion. This will ensure you sharpen every tooth of the tool evenly. But how do you know when you need to sharpen your tool?There are lots of warning signs. Dull trimmers tend toslip off branches.They might also get caught on branches, or
get jammed up with leaves or limbs more often. Another sign the blades have become dull is if you find yourself having to go over the same spots over and over again, and just are generally exerting more effort for the same results.Sometimes, dull cutters will led to poorly cut shrubs withtorn leaves that will brown. Of course, too much fertilizer in the
soil can turn green leaves brown,so learn how to fertilize hedgesproperlyto keep them healthy.It's not a bad idea to learn the difference between shrubs and hedges, either, as hedges often require more pruning and care than shrubs.So how do you sharpen a dull trimmer?First, you'll need a mill file, a whetstone, gloves, googles, a clean rag,
machinery oil or resin, and a large flat service area, like a workbench or tabletop. Before you even start sharpening, always make sure your hedge trimmer is unplugged or that the battery is removed. The last thing you want is for the tool to power up while you're working on it. Also, wear goggles to protect your eyes from flying bits of sharp, metal
flint. Pull on some gloves, too, because even dull teeth can be sharper than you think. To sharpen your trimmer just follow a few easy steps.Lay your hedge trimmer on a flat, even surface, like a workbench or a tabletop. Secure it if you'd like. Then, start by cleaning the blades with a dry cloth or add some WD-40 to help rid the tool of dirt or lingering
tree sap.Grab the mill file and move in a single downward motion on the first tooth, following the blade. Remember, never file backward. Always lift up when moving back or you risk undoing some of your work by blunting the edge. Use the same number of strokes for each tooth. Typically, this will be a few swipes, or until you see a shiny bit of metal.
Don't over-sharpen as this could actually damage the tool by weakening the metal and making it more prone to breakage. You want to sharpen evenly so your tool cuts evenly.Keep repeating these steps until you've sharpened all the teeth of your power tool. Filingwill make rough edges, or burrs, so flip over the power tool and run a whetstone along
each bladeto smooth out the surface. Clean off the sharpened blades with a rag or brush, and make sure you've removed all the metal flint bits. Once done with that, just spray or swipe on a coat of protective machine oil on the blades, like Planet Safe Aim hedge trimmer lubricant, and then you're good to go. Sharp and well-maintained hedge
trimmers are essential for quality cutting. When you use a hedge trimmer the blades lose their sharp edge. Over time the blades will dull and blunt hedge trimmer blades wont perform as well, while hedges suffer as the cutter rips and shreds at branches rather than making clean cuts.If you know how to sharpen hedge trimmer blades, you can keep
them in top condition. Cutting hedging plants with sharp-edged blades will mean easier cutting, neater hedges, and healthier plants.As someone who has done large-scale, annual hedge cutting as a professional gardener in historic gardens in the UK, I understand the importance of sharp blades. Along with cleaning a hedge cutter at the end of any
trimming session, sharpening the blades keeps the cutting tool performing efficiently and extends the lifespan of the trimmer.You may like How to sharpen hedge trimmer blades at home Our guide to how to sharpen hedge trimmer blades looks in-depth at when to sharpen and outlines the key steps that need to be followed to keep any hedge trimmer
blades in the best condition.When to sharpen hedge trimmersHedge trimmers may not be used as much as other garden tools. The likes of lawn mowers or pruning shears may see more action each year, but when you head out to cut a fast-growing hedge once or twice a year you need the hedge trimmer to be sharp to work at its best.The proof you
need to sharpen hedge trimmer blades will show when you use the machine. For example, Paul Hicks, marketing and product manager for STIHL GB, says: If you notice that the blades are getting jammed easily, frayed edges on the material you are cutting, or the machine is struggling, the blades may need sharpening.Spotting any of these signs
means it is time to sharpen the hedge trimmer blades, rather than continue regardless and attempt to cut an overgrown hedge. The consequences will be dire and arborist Ben Mclnerney warns: I once neglected to sharpen my trimmer and ended up with a hedge that looked like it had been chewed rather than cut a mistake I never repeated.Not only
does a well-maintained hedge trimmer make life easier when cutting, but looking after the machinery is also crucial for the ongoing health of the plants.How to sharpen hedge trimmers in 7 easy stepsYou can get professionals to service your hedge trimmers, including sharpening the blades. However, if you want to sharpen hedge trimmers at home it
can be done safely and quickly in a few simple steps.1. Make it safe Safety first - before preparing the machine to sharpen the blades, unplug the hedge trimmer if it is an electric cutter or remove the battery if it is battery-powered. This avoids any nasty surprises and keeps you safe. It is essential to put on heavy-duty safety gloves and eye protection,
such as these safety glasses available at Amazon.2. Clean the blade Give the blade a good clean to remove debris, dirt, and sap that may have accumulated on the machine over years of use. Wipe the blade down using soapy water and a soft brush or damp cloth. Once the trimmer blade is clean and dry, it is ready for sharpening.3. Align the blades
Hedge trimmers have one blade on top of another and need the two to align and overlap. This allows easy access to the blade and makes sharpening easier. The top blade can be pushed with a plastic screwdriver handle, a piece of wood, or other hard object, to sit on top the other.4. Secure the hedge trimmer Secure the hedge trimmer to a sturdy
surface, such as a work table or bench. Use a C-clamp, available at Amazon, or a vice to secure the trimmers body to the surface.Either set the trimmer up with the entire blade sticking out from the table or have half the blade over the edge - secured at the edge with a clamp - and move the trimmer along when the first half of the blade has been
sharpened. This is more beneficial with hedge trimmers with longer blades as they can flex during sharpening.5. Sharpen the blade with a file Sharpening involves using a flat file to file downwards on the cutting blade, says Paul Hicks from STIHL. It is important to be consistent, by maintaining the original angle of the blade - usually around 45
degrees but refer to the tools manual for a precise figure - and only working in one direction. Two or three passes on each blade are sufficient, beware not to over-sharpen the blades - which can weaken it.David Miller, CEO of Austin Tree Services, advises not rushing as patience is your best friend when sharpening hedge trimmers. Its not a race, and
rushing through could result in uneven blades or, worse, a damaged hedge trimmer, he warns. Focus on maintaining the factory-set angle of the blades to keep things sharp and precise.Carefully work your way through the individual cutting teeth and use the same number of passes on each.Turn over the hedge cutters and move the teeth so they no
longer overlap. This will show any burrs that have developed as a result of the sharpening. Remove these burrs with a whetstone, wiping across the blade in the direction of the edge.7. Spray the blades The final task is to spray the blades. David Miller recommends giving the blades a spray with light machine oil or WD-40, available at Walmart, and
wiping them down with a dry cloth. This not only protects them from rust but also reduces friction during use, keeping your blades in top condition for longer, he says.FAQsHow often should you sharpen hedge trimmer blades? Sharpening hedge trimmer blades after around every 50 hours of usage is recommended. Planning a regular sharpening
schedule should hopefully keep the blades in good condition and avoid them showing lots of the tell-tale signs of wear and tear that makes cutting inefficient and can harm the health of plants.How do you clean hedge trimmer blades after use? After using the hedge trimmer, always brush off any remaining bits of leaves, branches, and other debris and
clean the blades down with soapy water. Then spray the blade with a lubricant spray, such as WD-40, to help to protect the blades from erosion and, finally, wipe the blades and dry them off before storing away the machine. Doing this routine every time you finish hedge cutting can extend the life of a hedge trimmer.Along with hedge trimmers,
knowing how to sharpen lawn mower blades can help keep any machine cutting efficiently. Lawn mowers need sharpening more often than hedge trimmers, after around 25 hours of usage, and the blades can be sharpened with a 10-inch file held at a 45-degree angle. Sharp lawn mowers blades means a neater lawn and a longer lifespan for the
machine. BackyardStyle.com is reader-supported. We may earn a commission through products purchased using links on this page. Learn more about our process here Hedge trimmers are super useful tools that will work to help you reduce the stress of maintaining an impressive-looking yard and landscapes. There are two main parts to this tool, the
blades, and the motor. Both parts work together to ensure that the yard trimmer works as it should. As you use the trimmer, the blades will lose some of their edges. Therefore, it is important to keep these blades sharp. In this post, we will show you how to sharpen hedge trimmers.Apart from revealing how to sharpen the blades, we will also reveal to
you how often the blades should be sharpened, and other important information that you need to know. You can check this out for the best trimmers for a small hedge.How often should you sharpen the blades?Whether you are just starting to use the trimmer or you have been using it for some time, one question that is likely on your mind is how often
the blades of the trimmer should be sharpened. Well, the ideal time to sharpen the blades of your hedge trimmer is before you start seeing evidence of wear in the blades. Keep in mind that the lifespan of the trimmer is dependent on your regular maintenance, and that also goes for the blades.Experts recommend that the blades of the hedge trimmer
be sharpened after every 50 hours of use. The benefit, according to them, is that it offers you more consistent use and you will enjoy the trimmer for a long time.If you arent going by that, or are unsure about the timing, when will you know you should sharpen the hedge trimmer? First of all, you dont want to wait until the entire blade is blunt and
dull. We recommend that you sharpen the blade at least once every month. If you use the trimmer regularly, you might choose to extend that to twice every month. How to know when to sharpen the bladeHave you observed that your tool is no more as good as it used to be at cutting or trimming hedges? Many users observe this. Different factors
might cause this. If so, there are some features or symptoms that you should keep in mind that will indicate that the blades need to be sharpened.Branches are jammed in the toollf you are trimming and you observe that the branches tend to stick or jam between the teeth of the trimmer, thus blocking the tool without cutting, then this might be an
indication that you need to sharpen the blades. When this happens, it is likely that the two blades of the trimmer no longer meet. In most cases, though, this is not cause for sharpening, but it means that the spacers between both blades have worn out and need to be replaced. Branches are not cutting properlyIf after an intense evening or afternoon of
cutting you observe that instead of straight edges or edges according to your design, there are jagged and uneven edges, then you will need to sharpen the blades of the tool. You can do this yourself by following the steps outlined in this post.Can you sharpen hedge trimmer blades at home?When the blades of the trimmer need to be sharpened, some
might opt to look for a professional to help them with that. However, you can sharpen the blades of your trimmer at home. These blades can be sharpened by hand, and it is recommended that this is what you do regularly. If you have to tools we have listed in the section above at home, then you can certainly sharpen the blades of your trimmer
yourself.What youll need to sharpen the bladesCertain tools are required for sharpening the blades of the trimmer. Here are some of the things that you need to have available: WhetstoneFlat fileProtective clothingWork glovesGogglesSoft ClothWater How to sharpen the blades: Step-by-step instructionsKnowing that you can sharpen the blades at
home is a big plus. So, how can you do that? In this section, we give you a systematic description of how to get this done.Step 1The first thing to do is to clean the blades. This is important regardless of what you want to use in sharpening the blades. Ensure that there is no dirt or debris on the blade. If there are still impurities on the blades, it can
damage the whetstone or file during sharpening.You can clean the teeth with a soft cloth. Then set the upper and lower blades in the same position.Step 2Use the file to sharpen the blade. More information will be provided on this method.Step 3After using the file, remove the burrs using the whetstone. Turn the tool over so that you can sharpen the
back of the blades.Step 4After you have removed the burrs, wipe the blades over with a soft cloth and apply some oil to prevent rusting.Using a fileHere is how to use a file to sharpen the hedge trimmer.Using a file is the easiest and most common way to sharpen the blades of the hedge trimmer. As you use the file over each blade, ensure that you
move downwards. Do not drag the file on the blade as you return upward.Grind the blades until the edge is thin and sharp.Using the file takes time and patience, and many reviews indicate you can do it successfully if you have a file like the Corona AC 8300.Using a power grinderIf you dont have time to spend using the file, then you can use the
power grinder. It is a quicker way to sharpen the blades. However, it is a more dangerous sharpening method.If you can use the grinder, then you should use it for the blades. Before you begin sharpening, ensure that the blade is clamped tightly.Gently apply pressure to the blades teeth so as not to shave off more than what you need. It is
recommended that you use an 80 or 60 grinding wheel. If there is still some burr on the blade, you can remove these with the whetstone. Other ways to sharpen the bladesApart from the flat file and power grinder, you can also sharpen the blades with a Dremel Trusted Source Dremel - Wikipedia Dremel is an American brand ofpower tools, focusing
onhome improvementandhobbyapplications. en.wikipedia.org .After cleaning the blades and wearing protective gear, secure the blades to a bench vice. Move the Dremel slowly over the blades gently. Continue this process for all the blades until they are all sharp.The A679-02 is an excellent tool for anyone that wants to sharpen multiple garden
tools.And heres a video guide on how to sharpen your hedge trimmer blades using a Dremel.Safety tips If you are using the power grinder, ensure that it cannot turn on without authorization.Sharpen the blade on a flat, empty surface and ensure that the blade doesnt move around as you work.Clear the work table and remove any hazardous
materials.Always wear protective clothing while sharpening the blades. One of the most important pieces of clothing is a pair of thick, work gloves. You should also look to wear protective eye gear to prevent any debris from getting into your eyes. Final thoughtsWe believe that this post has given you helpful tips on how to sharpen hedge trimmers.
While it is easy, the truth is that not everyone can do it or enjoys doing it. If so, you can always hire someone to help you with sharpening the blades. Either way, ensure that the blades are always sharp so that you can get the best from the hedge trimmer. 1. Dremel - Wikipedia Dremel is an American brand ofpower tools, focusing onhome
improvementandhobbyapplications. Keeping your hedge trimmer in top condition is essential for maintaining a neat and healthy garden. Over time, even the best trimmer blades can become dull, making your job harder and less effective. Learning how to sharpen hedge trimmer blades not only extends the life of your tool but also ensures clean cuts
that are better for your plants. In this article, well guide you through the step-by-step process to safely and efficiently sharpen your hedge trimmer blades at home, whether you use a manual file, sharpening stone, or power tool. However, thick woody stems, plant resin, and cutting tough leaves dull blades, resulting in reduced performance. A blunt
blade means you will have to exert more effort to keep your hedges and shrubs trimmed. But theres another issue if you dont sharpen hedge trimmer bladesthe working life of the trimmer will be significantly reduced. Have you noticed that trimming shrubs and hedges requires more effort? Do hedge plants have a disheveled appearance after using
an electric hedge trimmer? Do you want to increase the performance of your cordless hedge trimmer and increase runtime? If so, this article is for you. Please read on to find the answer to these questions and more. All types of cutting instruments require regular sharpening. But how can you know when to sharpen the blunt blade on your hedge
cutter? Of course, much depends on how often you use it. However, there are tell-tale signs that trimmer cutting blades require sharpening. The ends of cut branches have a rough or frayed edges There is more resistance when cutting hedge foliage Branches keep getting jammed in the blades The trimmer heats up more than usual A battery-
operated trimmer has reduced runtime, despite being fully charged. It is easy to sharpen a hedge trimmer yourself at home. All you need is a flat file for sharpening, a whetstone, resin solvent, water, and a soft cloth. Of course, when handling sharp metal blades, protective gloves and safety glasses are always highly recommended. Of course, the
easiest way to sharpen hedge trimmer blades is to take the trimmer to a specialist. However, sharpening trimmer blades is so straightforward that it easier and cheaper to do it yourself. The two primary ways to sharpen blades on a hedge trimmer are to use a file or a power grinder. Both sharpening methods have pros and cons. Using a file is the
simplest way and cheapest. It also gives you a high level of control. However, it requires time and patience. A power grinder will enable you to sharpen the teeth on the blade in super-fast time. However, an angle grinder is dangerous because of the speed of the stone disc and sparks flying everywhere. In addition, there is an increased risk of the
blades slipping or grinding off more than is necessary. In general, using a fine-toothed file to sharpen hedge cutter blades is the easiest and safest way for most homeowners. However, if you have skill using a power grinder, this will make the sharpening process faster. If you are looking for precision, the best way to sharpen cutting teeth on a hedge
trimmer is with a file. Although it is more work than a grinder, you can sharpen the blades to the desired degree and ensure that all cutting edges are equally sharpened. Suppose you want to sharpen trimmer blades quickly and with less effort. If you know how to use a grinder, that is the fastest way. But its vital to remember that sharpening blades
with a grinder takes a lot of skill. So, if youve never sharpened garden tools before, its best to use a flat file. Safety is paramount when working with sharp garden tools. Therefore, a handheld mill file is the recommended sharpening method for most people. As a result, you will do a better job and minimize the risk of serious injury. Tip: If using a
grinder, then safety gear is essential. This includes protective eye goggles and a pair of heavy gloves. Sharpening hedge trimmers is a simple procedure that anybody can do. First, remove the debris from the blades. Next, align the blades for sharpening. Then use the flat file to restore the sharpness to the trimmers teeth. But remember always to use
safety gloves when working with sharp objects. Before taking the file to each blade, the first step is to remove debris and old tree sap. So, using a wire brush and cleaning solution, brush the blades to get rid of stubborn grime. Then use resin removing solution and a clean cloth to remove the rest of the dried sap. Before filing the blades, its crucial to
align them. First, put on a pair of gloves and press the teeth together on a dual-action blade. Or you could use the handle of an old screwdriver to safely shift the blades into place. Using a forward motion, run the mill file down the edge of each blade, keeping it at the same angle as the cutting edge. Remember only to file in one direction for a
perfectly sharp bladenot backward and forward. Continue filing until the tooth edge becomes shiny and sharp. Top tip when sharpening hedge trimmer blades: Count the number of file strokes for each blade. Then use the same number for sharpening each one to get consistent results. After sharpening the blades, you should remove the burrs from
the undersides of the blades. Therefore, turn the trimmer upside down and carefully use a whetstone to smooth the sharpened steel. Before storing the hedge trimmer, you should use a resin solvent, 3-in-1 oil, or special o0il on the blades. Apply the oil to a soft, clean cloth and carefully wipe down the entire edge of each blade. This protects the blades
from rust and increases performance. If you are experienced with a power grinder, you can use this tool to sharpen hedge or shrub trimmer blades. Although faster than filing, its not recommended for beginners. This is because its easy to remove too much steel from the blade, shortening its lifespan. Use a steel wire brush and resin-removing solution
to remove hardened resin and grime from the blade before sharpening. Then use a cloth and resin remover to clean the blades. After that, use the handle of an old screwdriver to align the steel blades. Clamp the grinder to a workbench and put on protective goggles and heavy work gloves for safety. Using a grinder, carefully grind the cutting edges
at the same angle as the blades, applying minimal pressure. Usually, running the grinder two or three times over the blade is enough. Once you are satisfied with the sharpness, repeat the process on each blade. After grinding all the blades, dont forget to run a whetstone along the underside of each blade. This is to remove burrs that occur on the
blades during filing. After using the grinder to sharpen the hedge cutter blades, apply a little lubrication oil with a clean cloth. Its recommended to sharpen trimmer blades after every 50 hours of use. Or you can wait until you see visible signs of wear. Routine maintenance is crucial to maximizing the lifespan of your hedge clipper. This will mean that
you get many years of use from your garden power tool. A suitable lubricant for a powered hedge trimmer is a 3-in-1 all-purpose oil. However, any grade of engine oil will work just as well. Its best to oil the blade 30 minutes before use. Then, you can apply the oil with an old rag, brush, or machine oil applicator to restore corrosion protection. Oiling
after sharpening your hedge trimmer is a crucial part of maintenance. Applying a few drops of lubricating oil to the blade ensures that moisture doesnt affect the hardened steel and cause rust. Additionally, lubrication prevents the moving parts from seizing, keeping the cutting action at optimal performance. To lubricate hedge trimmer blades, put a
few drops of 3-in-1 oil on the blade and wipe with a clean cloth. Remember to ensure the power tool is unplugged or the battery is removed. Lubricant prevents friction between the blades and prevents excess heat from damaging the blades integrity. The hedge trimmer dual-action blade requires the proper alignment to operate efficiently. If the
tension on the blades is too much, the trimmer will overwork, overheat, and break down quickly. However, branches will snag if the blades are too loose, and you risk breaking the blades teeth. Use a spanner to adjust the tension bolts that secure the blades. The blades should have a snug fit. If the blade alignment is correct, you should be able to
move the blades forward and backward effortlesslywith gloved hands, of course. Sharpening your hedge trimmer blades doesnt have to be a difficult task. With the right tools, a bit of patience, and proper safety measures, you can restore your blades to like-new condition and keep your hedges looking sharp and healthy. Whether you choose to use a
flat file, sharpening stone, or power tool, regular maintenance will not only improve performance but also extend the life of your equipment. Now that you know how to sharpen hedge trimmer blades, you can tackle your garden chores with confidence and ease. Discover the best way to clean hedge trimmer blades safely and effectively. Prevent rust,
improve performance, and extend the life of your garden tools. Learn essential safety tips for using a hedge trimmer. Protect yourself while trimming with proper techniques, gear, and maintenance practices. Master how to trim bushes with a hedge trimmer for a clean, professional look. Follow our simple guide for shaping, safety, and the best
trimming techniques.Tony CarrickYour hedge trimmer is an important tool if your lawn includes bushes, shrubs, and other landscaping features to tame and maintain. Heres the thing, though: You can only get the kind of tight, manicured hedges that will impress the neighbors if you take care of your trimmer and keep it sharp. If you dont, you may
find that your landscaping will start to look a little rough thanks to ragged cuts. You may even find yourself struggling to work through dense foliage if the teeth get too dull.Fortunately, sharpening a hedge trimmer isnt a difficult task. You can get those saw blades back in prime condition in an hour or so with just a few basic tools. Il walk you
through the process so you know exactly what to do every step of the way.How to Tell When You Need to Sharpen Your Hedge TrimmerMost manufacturers say you should sharpen a hedge trimmer after every 50 hours of use. Most of us arent keeping a time sheet next to our trimmers, though, so I recommend judging it based on performance. If
branches are coming away roughly frayed rather than with clean cuts, chances are you need to hone those blades. Likewise, if you find yourself having to apply an unusual amount of force to push the blade through foliage, theres a good chance the blade has grown dull. Before You Start: Safety FirstEven when theyre too dull to effortlessly cut
through branches, hedge trimmers are very sharp, so its important to put on some safety gear before you start. Make sure to put on cut-proof work gloves before you handle the trimmer. (Chainsaw gloves will also do in a pinch.) I also strongly recommend wearing safety glasses, as sharp pieces of metal can go flying as you file down the trimmers
teeth.Step 1: Clean Your Hedge Trimmer Before you actually get in there and sharpen your hedge trimmer, you should make sure that it's free of any debris or grime. Spray WD-40 over the entire blade. After letting the WD-40 soak in for about a minute, start the hedge trimmer and allow the lubricant to work between the teeth, which will break up
any remaining sap or dirt. If your trimmer hasnt been cleaned in a while, repeat this process several times.For a more thorough cleaning, remove the battery or unplug the spark plug, then use a wire brush to manually clean the teeth and blade. Finally, wipe each tooth down with a rag.Step 2: Offset The TeethHedge trimmer blades feature a central
cutting bar and two sets of saw-like teeth. Light duty hedge trimmers have a straight-edged set thats fixed, and a serrated set that moves back and forth across the dull fixed teeth in a scissor-like motion to cut through twigs and branches. Heavy-duty hedge trimmers have two sets of serrated teeth that move back and forth over each other.The



distinction is important for a couple of reasons: First, if you have a light-duty hedge trimmer with fixed teeth, you should only sharpen the serrated teeth, as the fixed teeth do not have an edge. Second, you need to make sure the serrated teeth are positioned properly so you can hone them with a file.Tony CarrickStart and stop the hedge trimmer a
few times until the teeth stop so that one set of serrated edges is exposed. Once the teeth are exposed, disconnect the battery or remove the spark plug from the hedge trimmer so it cant start up while youre sharpening it.Step 3: Clamp the BladeYour hedge trimmer needs to remain still while youre sharpening it. If you have a workbench with a bench
vice, clamp the blade in the vice and tighten it just enough to hold the trimmer securely. Do not over tighten or you could damage it.If you dont have a bench vice, you can also use a C-clamp to hold the blade securely to any large, stable work surface. Again, make sure not to tighten it too much.Step 4: Sharpen The TeethDepending on what you have
in your workshop, there are a few tools you could use to sharpen your hedge trimmers teeth. Here are three different ways to handle it:Metal file: Using a flat metal file to manually sharpen each tooth will take the most time, but reduces the chance of accidentally removing more metal than you should. Hold the file at the same angle as the bevel of
the blade. Run the file across the tooth, pulling away from you, while applying a small amount of pressure. Working in only one direction, make about 5 to 10 strokes, or until you create a clean, shiny edge on the tooth. Tony Carrick Angle grinder: Using an angle grinder will speed up the job, but will remove excess material from the teeth if you arent
careful. Applying very little pressure, move the disc of the grinder back and forth across the edge of each tooth, from the tip to where it meets the blade. Use a continuous motion to avoid holding the disc over any one spot, which could create an uneven edge. As with the file, youll know youre done when you have a sharp and shiny edge on each
tooth.Rotary tool: As with an angle grinder, a rotary tool will save you time as you sharpen tooth after tooth. The small grinding bit also makes it possible to sharpen both serrated edges of each tooth without having to release and rev the blade. However, using a rotary tool requires care and attention to make sure you dont damage the teeth.Load the
tool with a grinding stone bit. Position the bit at the same angle as the bevel, then move it back and forth over the tooths edge three to four times without applying pressure. As with the angle grinder, keep the bit moving to avoid creating an uneven edge. Once you notice the edge is clean and shiny, you can move onto the next toothTony
CarrickRegardless of what tool you use, your goal is to remove just enough metal to sharpen each tooth. Over sharpening can misshape the edge, or make it susceptible to chips. Only sharpen the teeth on the beveled side. Do not sharpen the flat sides of the serrated edges. Doing so may prevent them from sliding cleanly against the adjacent fixed
tooth, compromising its ability to cut.Step 5: Work Your Way Down The BladeSharpening a hedge trimmer is a repetitive process. To fully sharpen the trimmer, youll need to repeat the sharpening process above on both sides of each tooth. Depending on the length of the blade and whether all of its teeth are serrated, a hedge trimmer can have
anywhere from 40 to 80 serrated teeth. I recommend working your way down one side of the blade, sharpening each exposed tooth edge, then working your way down the other side.Step 6: Remove BurrsThe sharpening process may create small raised pieces of metal called burrs to form on the tooth edges. They can inhibit the scissoring action of
the trimmer, so its important to remove them. Rub a whetstone along each tooth to remove burrs, using just enough force to remove the burr. Once youve finished sharpening and deburring once side of the blade, flip the trimmer over and sharpen and deburr the edges on each tooth on the other side of the blade.Step 7: Readjust the teethAfter
sharpening the exposed edge of each tooth on both sides of the blade, reconnect the trimmers power source and repeat step two: Start and stop the trimmer to expose the other side of serrated teeth that havent been sharpened yet. From there, repeat steps 4 and 5.Step 8: Oil The TeethAfter sharpening, make sure to apply machine oil to each tooth
of the trimmer, then use a rag to wipe away any excess lubricant.When its all said and done, run the hedge trimmer for a few seconds to work the oil into the teeth. Applying lubricant to the teeth reduces friction as they cross-over each other and prevents rust.Best Flat FileBest Work GlovesBest Overall Hedge TrimmerBest Value Hedge TrimmerTony
CarrickTony Carrick is a full-time freelance writer who specializes in technology, home improvement, DIY, home security, and outdoor recreation. Hes tested and written about everything from home security systems to power tools to gas grills. His product guides, how-to articles, and feature stories can be found in such publications as Bob Vila, Angi,
U.S. News and World Report, Field & Stream, Futurism, and Switchful. When Tony isnt writing, he can be found working on his latest home improvement effort at his home in North Carolina.
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